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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


I love my hometowns. Only an hour 
away, I go home to Cokato and Dassel 
as frequently as my life in St. Paul (and 
elsewhere) allows. My parents are there, 
so many of my friends are in the area, my 
home church still welcomes me into its 
choir loft, and I still recognize so many 
people from my days of working at the gro- 
cery store. The good memories outweigh 
the bad and I choose to stay engaged with 
where I was raised. At this time in my life, 
I would not choose to live there, but prefer 
to visit. That little-bit-ofdistance keeps it 
fresh for me, its halo effect is more glow- 
ing than not. 

The universal role of a teenager is to 
buck the system and reject their surround- 
ings, sometimes requiring a change in ad- 
dress. Some of us simply relocated, we can 
be called “expatriates” who now live outside of this small-town culture 
where we were raised. Every town has people who leave it; some 
leave on good terms, some leave in a huff or a blaze of glory. Many 
who leave on a negative note seek asylum in metropolitan areas. It 
happens everywhere for all sorts of reasons. 

For the GLBT community and its allies, the closet is a pretty big 
reason to relocate from a small town—which has an arguably open and 
exposed way of life-to the anonymity of the city. 

As mentioned in my piece “Coloring with David Bromstad,” he’s 
from Cokato, too. After I secured the materials for the article and 
knew it was a done deal, I made sure to mention it on my Facebook 
page. I knew (d interest both my friends from home as well as the 
people who know me because of Lavender. I made sure to mention 
that it was a victory not just because David’s a successful designer 
in the home and garden issue, but because he’s a successful GLBT 
personality to come from Dassel-Cokato. 

I know that posting about the marriage amendment, marriage 
equality, or other GLBT topics might lose me some of my conserva- 
tive friends. I post things respectfully and it’s a risk I’m willing to take 
to keep up a consciousness-raising effort. But, as with each time I 
post something of that ilk, I was once again surprised by the recep- 
tion. Thumbs and thumbs and thumbs. People liked it. And, liking 
something something like that is equivalent to outing yourself as 
someone who is tolerant of the GLBT community. It’s a little risky. 
They “liked” the fact that I got him in the magazine and that he’s yet 
another out and proud gay man from our hometowns. As with during 
the fight for marriage equality, I was bolstered by the people who 


Sunset over Cokato Lake. 
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belong to those thumbs. 

Then, one of my former speech coaches 
who holds a leadership position in the com- 
munity commented: “Awesome! And there 
are a lot of GLBT community supporters 
out here also.” 

His was the first comment, and it was 
one that took the lead and set the tone for 
anyone else who read that post. It gives me 
hope that the smaller towns out there have 
people in leadership who may not identify 
as being central to the GLBT community, 
but as supporters of it; as allies. That he’s 
around high schoolers who might be going 
through some of the same struggles David 
mentions in his interview and he is proud 
to out himself as a resource and a support 
is only better. He walks the talk. 

And, as indicated by the thumbs, he’s 
not alone in supporting the GLBT community. This is heartening. 
When I asked David the question about how his coming out story 
might be different today in 2013, it’s certain that it would have been 
less difficult, but it’s by no means easy at any age in any era. Coming 
out isn’t just for the young. 

Back home, there are the people who belong to the GLBT com- 
munity who aren’t out, who aren’t activists, who don’t wear their sexu- 
ality on their sleeves. Perhaps they’ve never considered being part 
of a community that includes gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
people. It’s a constructed concept that may not have any relevance 
in Small Town, America. Looking at the archetypes, they might be 
bachelor farmers. They could be librarians. An aunt who never mar- 
ried. A priest who chose celibacy and a life with God. Everyone has a 
facet of life that involves sexuality; not everyone makes it a defining 
characteristic. Not all will choose to come out. 

Without question, more will exit the closet as this new wave of 
marriage equality and its peripheral rights continues its way across 
the nation. With the shift in laws comes a shift in acceptance, a cer- 
tain validation. Not all people will agree with these changes, but peo- 
ple are more bolstered than ever if they do. Coming out in 2013 will 
be a new beginning for these people, unlike any ever felt before by 
this community. 

And, whether in small towns or big cities, there will always be the 
people who will support them...by thought, word, or deed. 

Or a “like” on Facebook. 

With thanks, 

Andy O 
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Estate Planning & Simple Wills © Johnson Law 


Small Business Law Community Minded. 
Domestic Partnerships | Professionally Accomplished. 
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www.johnsonlawonline.com 
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BEACON POINTE | 
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Two Harbors, MN | On Lake Superior 


Say yes to romance this summer. 
Beacon Pointe is Duluth’s premier 
condo-style resort with luxurious 
suites and one-bedroom, full kitchen 
and living/dining on the water’s edge. 
The famed Lakewalk is right | 


out your door. Sweet, indeed. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


There And Back Again 


Nearly a decade ago, in Lavender’s July 2004 issue devoted 
to GLBT veterans, I interviewed transgender vets for the piece, 
“TransMission Impossible?” Like other gay and lesbian veterans, 
they spoke as civilians. Still in the throes of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, 
no one on active duty could speak out without destroying his or her 
military career. 

There is little record of transgender enlisted personnel, since all 
were in deep hiding, both from the military and their comrades, and 
found that despite their own difficulties, gays and lesbians were not 
always open to the concept of transgender. 

But exist they did, as evidenced by TAVA (Transgendered 
American Veterans Association) formed in 2003. There were a scant 
150 members then, but they ranging in age from 29 to 77 and had 
served in World War II, Korea, Vietnam and other theaters up to the 
present. At the time of the article, 50 transgender veterans joined 
in a March to the Wall-the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, a historic 
event marking the first public acknowledgment of transgender 
American veterans. 

It is difficult for non-trans people to comprehend transgender- 


CLOUTIER LAW. OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


e Family/Divorce/Custody ¢ Injuries/Auto Accidents 
¢ Second Parent Adoption e Wills & Trusts 

¢ Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution e Probate 

¢ Prenuptial Agreements e Business Law 

¢ Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements ¢ Employment Law 

e Gay Marriage Advice ¢ Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
EREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 
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“gender dysphoria’”-since it seems to be a direct repudiation of self. 
Not so to the affected individual, who knows that he or she has been 
born into the wrong gender, a problem that can be adjusted. Added 
to that is the fact that outward appearances give no easily recogniz- 
able clue to an individual’s gender identification; not body type, os- 
tensible masculinity/femininity, or profession, nor does gender have 
any direct correlation to one’s sexual orientation. 

A timely read, Kristin Beck’s Warrior Princess (see Books, page 
34) explores one individual’s transgender journey. Six-foot, athletic, 
Chris Beck was popular, esteemed by his fellow U.S. Navy SEALS 
during a twenty-year career that earned him a Purple Heart and 
Bronze Cross. But Chris had known from childhood that he was 
not a boy. This very knowledge and certainty of the trans person 
profoundly confounds those who have never questioned their gen- 
der. This “otherness” can not only baffle, but enrage—witness the 
widespread transphobia and violence against trans people. 

Knowledge and exposure to what is different will be the means 
to bring about acceptance. Kristin’s story offers understanding and 
healing, both for her readers and herself. O 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR PRIDE PARADE 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 


Xx 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR PRIDE BAYFRONT FESTIVAL 
AUGUST 31, 2013 
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Join LAVENDER for the 


20th Annual 
National Coming Out Day 


20th Annual 
October 11, 2013 


11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Marriott City Center 
30 S. 7th St. e Minneapolis 


presented by 


QUORUM 


Featured Speakers include: 


Minneapolis Police Chief 
Janeé Harteau 


This inspirational community 
luncheon gives voice to the power 
of living openly, honestly and with 
authenticity at work, in our families 

and in our communities of faith. 


TICKETS: 
Member - $40 
Non-Member - $50 


twincitiesquorum.com 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


His winning record has made Jeff Dean a name you can trust. 


e Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 

e Has won multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct cases 

e Numerous Indecent Exposure case dismissals 

e Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Drug Charges, 
Theft Charges, Internet Crimes 


(612) 305-4360 e www.jeffdeanlaw.com 
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hat a Difference 2 Yon, Makes 


Celebration is in the air with the next chapter of the popular musical 
revue from last fall as we catch up with some the Twin Cities’ most 
committed couples through new interviews and songs! The multi- 
media revue will travel down the road of married life; from first kiss 
to wedded bliss, through a lifetime of joys, sorrows and surprises. 


TICKETS: $17-32 
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© SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


The Imaginary Invalid. Photo by Ron Ravensborg 


cally, that undermining requires 

yet another medication, etc. etc. 

etc. Children are turned into 
prescription drug addicts by parents 
and doctors. Hence, in many cas- 

es children’s cognitive and physical 
development have been thwarted in 
the name of profit. Since the 1990s 
the increasingly savvy general 
public has come to see prescripton 
drug addiction as just as much of 

a social ill as illegal drugs. A harsh 
commentary on what we’ve become 
and a pattern that Moliere seems to 
have detected centuries ago. 


GENDER REEL FESTIVAL 
Through Sept. 21 
Minnehaha Free Space, 3747 Minnehaha Av., Mpls. 
www.genderreelfest.org 

A broad variety of international, national, and regional films, as 
well as performance art pieces, now run at the Gender Reel Festival. 
Its commitment to gender non-conformity is also very much in 
evidence. Joe Ippolito, Founder and Chair of the Gender Reel Fest, 
points out that “Minneapolis was the second city added to the festival 
bill after Philadelphia, the city where it started. I decided to bring 
Gender Reel to Minneapolis a year ago after moving here. Oakland 
and Portland were added a few months later.” Various views of 
transgender experience are being celebrated as well as stimulat- 
ing panel discussions. When you go you will also be part of a national 
experience as the festival is also being held in the other cities on the 
same weekend. This all points to an increasing national interest in 
and grass roots power of transgender people and their supporters. 


THE IMAGINARY INVALID 
Through Sept. 29 
Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Av., Mpls 
(612) 333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 
Moliere is the most widely produced classic French playwright 
on earth. In the 1600s he took on the monarchy, the Catholic 
Church, and in the case of The Imaginary Invalid, the accepted 


medical practices of his time. Di- 
rector Rick Shiomi says, “I feel like 
the nature of the play as personi- 
fied in the Argan character (Edwin 
Strout) is Moliere’s critique of 
medicine as humans either trying 
to do the impossible or cleverly and 
maliciously exploiting the human 
need for cures to ailments. The 
main medical activity in the play is 
around enemas and we have alot 
of fun playing that up. At the time, 
with practices such as smoke en- 
emas and bleedings, one could see 
how Moliere came to his opinions.” 
Though in some ways we’ve 
come a long way over the past three 
and a half centuries, Moliere’s satire 
has resonance today. Pharmaceuti- 
cal corporations profit enormously 
by dubious medical applications 
and medicines, often advertised on 
television, something essentially un- 
heard of thirty years ago. So often, 
one medication is undermined by 
another medication. Then, ironi- 


LOVE AND MARRIAGE: WHAT A 
DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES 


Through Oct. 20 
Illusion Theater 
528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 

Artis often a precursor and a 
catalyst to social change. Illusion 
Theater has known this for decades 
and the revival of its multimedia/ 
live actor production about same-sex 
marriage that played before the anti- 
marriage amendment was defeated 
in Minnesota last year surely points 
to how art can be part of a critical 
mass collective unconsciousness 
evolving toward real equality. Ac- 
tor Randy Schmeling shares, “As 
with last year’s production, it’s an 
ensemble piece that comments on 
the ups and downs of all kinds of lov- 
ing relationships with the ensemble 
fitting into various roles as needed. 
Last year our statement was ‘every- 
one has aright to love.’ This year, 
since Minnesota has given everyone 
the right to love and marriage, 
we're re-inter viewing all of the video 
couples from last year to discuss 
what a difference a year can make. 
And what a difference! Almost all of 
the same sex couples we interviewed 
last year are now engaged!” 


ETA 


D 
Love and Marriage: What a Difference 
a Year Makes. Photo by Lauren B. 
Photography 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Mrs. Smith Live!. Photo by Dan Norman 


2013’s revival also has new songs and co-creators Michael Rob- 
ins and Roberta Carlson have been exploring the next generation’s 
view on love and marriage with high school students. Schmeling, 
who gave a terrific performance in Artisphere’s trans-production 
Welcome To Normal a few years ago, adds “it’s a whole new show 
for a whole new year.” 


MRS. SMITH LIVE! 
Through Oct. 13 
Camp Bar, 490 N. Robert St., St. Paul 
(800) 838-3006 
www.camp-bar.net 

The first time David Hanbury performed Mrs. Smith was at a 
talent competition in Provincetown in 2001. He shares, “There was 
a $500 prize and I was a broke young actor so I thought I would give 
it a try. There were a variety of acts at this show but it was mostly 
drag performers doing high-octane lip sync numbers. Since I was 
not a drag performer I knew I couldn’t beat those queens at that 
game because it’s just not what I do. So, while I walked to the show 
I asked myself how I could set myself apart from the other acts 
and decided that in contrast to being fabulous or fierce or doing 
a high energy number, I could play a depressed woman in crisis. 
The name Mrs. Smith popped into my head because it’s such an 
average name, it’s the opposite of ‘fabulous.’ I found myself in a 
Dynasty-esque sequined gown, a Liz Taylor-circa-1984 wig, put some 
blue eye shadow on and smeared mascara to make it look like Td 
been crying. In the wings at the very last minute a friend helped me 
come up with the idea of missing cat named Carlyle.” Since then, 
Hanbury has developed the role, along with input from Andrew 
Rasmussen, and the show has become a sensation. 


have endured things that caused 
them to ‘go crazy,’ and the illusions 
that keep them institutionalized are 
the very things that allow them to 
retain control over their lives.” 

“In contrast, Samuel (Ross 
Destiche) and especially Carver 
(Kevin Carnahan), the two order- 
lies, are men who find themselves 
without control over the things 
they want. Both despise working 
around all these ‘crazy people,’ 
but for various reasons this job is 
the only option available to them. 
Therefore, they react to this pow- 
erlessness by exerting excessive 
control over those who are weaker 
than them - their patients.” 


PERILOUS NIGHT 
Through Oct. 6 
Nimbus Theatre, 1517 Central Av. N., Mpls. 
(612) 548-1380 
www.nimbustheatre.org 

Director Liz Neerland says Lee Blessing’s new play “is about 
power and how those who find themselves powerless to react 
to their situation. Despite the fact that the play is set in a mental 
hospital, it is not a play about mental illness. The realities created 
by Elizabeth (Shirley Venard) and Harriet (Dana Lee Thompson), 
the two patients, are ways for them to cope with trauma in their 
lives and the resulting loss of power. We discover that both women 


WICKED: THE UNTOLD STORY 
OF THE WITCHES OF 02 


Through Oct 27 
Orpheum Theatre 
910 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 859-7469 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
The musical that captured the 
zeitgeist of the new millennium is 
now 10 years old and, frankly, as 
long as its tours are still up to snuff 
(and apparently they are), Wicked 
remains as great as, if not greater, 
than any stage musical or straight 
play of the past decade. And that 
includes Doubt, August: Osage 
County, and The Goat. Of course, 
it was robbed at the Tony Awards 
by the inferior Avenue Q and it 
can finally be said, it’s light years 
superior to the regressively pubes- 
cent The Book of Mormon. And the 
boxoffice just keeps booming. 
Wicked routes for green-skinned, 


ostracized Elphaba, the Wicked 
Witch of the West, who generations 
of Oz fans have been conditioned 

to see as a villain. Galinda, the 
Good Witch, is sexy, elegant, white, 
blonde, and unctuously ingratiat- 
ing when it comes to getting ahead 
academically and sociopolitically. 
The show, based on Gregory Ma- 
guire’s novel, sees the Land of Oz, 
and especially its capitol, the Em- 
erald City, as a paranoid totalitarian 
state, a concept not fully shaped in 
either L. Frank Baum’s Oz book 
series or in the iconic 1939 film. 
That paranoia of a surveilled state, 
of course, resonated when the show 
opened when the Bush/Cheney 
Patriot Act horrified Americans who 
weren't brain dead and continues 
to resound in the Obama/Biden 
era when the President and former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
both Democrats, have coolly stood 
by while more whistleblowers have 
been given the shaft than in the 
previous GOP era. 

In a way, Elphaba is reminsi- 
cent of Manning or Snowden, two 
victims of Barack and Hillary’s 
political animalism, as she defies 
the system as she sings one of 
the greatest showstoppers in all 
musical theater, Defying Gravity. 
Remember, the music is by Stephen 


Wicked: The Untold Story of the 
Witches of Oz. Photo by Joan Marcus 


Schwarz who gave us Godspell 
decades ago. Bear in mind, that 
that show was considered a sacre- 
ligious hippie fest by conservative 
Christians of its day. Schwarz also 
gave us the marvelous Pippin a 
few years later. To resurge decades 
later with Wicked is in itself a 
triumph of an older artist proving 
the notion that as you get older you 
actually get better and maybe even 
more courageous. D 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT) ... | Barry Leavitt 


NEMAA’S 2013 FALL FINE ARTS SHOW 

Solar Arts Building, 3rd Floor Gallery ° 711 15th Ave NE, Minneapolis 
September 20-22 & 27-29 

Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association (NEMAA) proudly presents the 2013 
Fall Fine Arts Show at the renovated Solar Arts Building, in the gallery/event 
space on the third floor. The Fall Fine Arts Show is an exhibit of more than 140 
of our members’ work. It’s a great opportunity to view and purchase a vast collec- 
tion of painting, photography, sculpture, mixed-media art, and much more — all 
in one location. The Fall Fine Arts Show is free and open to the public during 
weekend gallery hours. www.nemaa.org 


29TH ANNUAL MINNESOBER PRESENTED BY GLBT IN RECOVERY 
September 27 ° 4-10pm & September 28 ° 8am — 10pm 

All God’s Children Church ¢ 3100 Park Ave., Minneapolis 

This year Minnesober has expanded its models of recovery to include 12 step, health 
realization and holistic approach. There will be entertainment, banquet dinner, silent 
auction, guest speakers, workshops and a video memoriam paying tribute to those 
the community has lost over the years. The whole recovery community is welcome 
to take part in this amazing event. Scholarships are available to those unable to pay. 
Please visit our www.glbtinrecovery.com to learn more and register. 


CLARE HOUSING’S 3RD ANNUAL A PLACE TO CALL HOME 

October 2 ¢ 7:30-8:30am 

Nicollet Island Pavilion ° 40 Power St., Minneapolis 

Learn how affordable housing and supportive services improve the quality of life 
for low-income people living with HIV/AIDS in the Twin Cities, and hear per- 
sonal stories on the impact a stable home provides. There is no cost to attend, 
and guests will be invited to make a contribution to support Clare Housing’s mis- 
sion. The event includes a continental breakfast and free parking. To RSVP or for 
more information, contact Debbie Wyman at 612-236-9528 or Debbie.wyman@ 
clarehousing .org 


EAU QUEER FILM FESTIVAL 

October 2-6 

Woodland Theater at University of Wisconsin — Eau Claire 

77 Roosevelt Ave., Eau Claire, WI 

This fall the Eau Queer Film Festival (EQFF) returns to the University of Wis- 
consin-Eau Claire campus for its fourth year. Running from October 2-6 in the 
Woodland Theater in the Davies Center, this lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen- 
der, queer/questioning (LGBTQ) film festival offers audiences a wide cinematic 
range—everything from feature length comedies and dramas to documentaries 
and short films. The purpose of EQFF is to embrace difference, promote equality 
and educate through the powerful medium of film. All films are free and open to 
the public. www.eauqueer.com. 


NAGAAA 3rd Place Team, Twin Cities Frostbite. Photo by Peter Noss 


TWIN CITIES FROSTBITE TAKES 3RD PLACE AT NAGAAA WORLD SERIES 
Coming off the Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League’s A division championship, 
the Twin Cities Frostbite took their bats to Washington, DC for the NAGAAA 
Softball World Series. The Frostbite bats were hot the entire tournament as they 
hit their way to the winners bracket finals and eventually, a 3" place finish in 
the B division of the NAGAAA Softball World Series. In addition to the Frost- 
bite, congratulations to the Insanity, Swingers, Taboo, Force, Steel, and Titans, 
who all earned the right to represent the TCGSL at the World Series. Next year’s 
NAGAAA World Series is in Dallas. For information about playing in the TC- 
GSL, go to www.tcgsl.org. 


OTCFF VOLUNTEER & INTERN OPPORTUNITIES 

Plans are already underway for the 2014 OUT Twin Cities Film Festival, Min- 
nesota’s GLBT and Queer International Film Festival, and here’s your opportu- 
nity to be part of it. Organizers are seeking creative, responsible, and motivated 
volunteers and interns to help put together next year’s festival. Committee areas 
include volunteer organizer, festival outreach, film content researchers, event 
set up and tear down, hospitality and travel coordinator, website developer and 
graphic designer, sponsorship opportunities, researching and applying for grants. 
Interested? Contact Chris Durant, Festival Director, at outtwincitiesfilmfestival@ 
gmail.com. O 


EXPERIENCE ADVERTSING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as an Advertising Account Executive for Lavender Media. 


Great Commission! Fun working environment! 


Send you cover letter and resume to: barry@lavendermagazine.com 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


FIRST THURSDAY AT BURGER MOE'S 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 


BAREI@DI WING E BUBBLY. 


Go BAREFOOT Anytime 


An American Restaurant 


Congratulations Minnesota for 
passing the shell Equality Law! 


CATO SPUMANTE 
P CHAMPAGNE bea ` 


PINK MOSCATO 
Tr CHAMPAGNE © 
1 ew RMN EEN 


Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
to book your events. 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com TO 
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LAVENDER LENS 
Box Lunches: In by 10, there b 
Del Trays: a 24 scart notice i 3 W Sophia Hantzes 
Ser FIRST THURSDAY 
AT BURGER MOE'S 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 


fiant dental 


PRESENTS 


TICKETS 
NOW ON 


MISS RICHFIELD 1981 


BARBIE Q 
GOSH ALICE JONES 
MRS. MARGIE PEDERSON 


SATURDAY, OCT 19 


DOORS: 5:30 P.M. 
GAMES: 7 P.M. 


$35 ADVANCE - $45 AT DOOR 
HYATT REGENCY, MINNEAPOLIS 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT 
WWW.BINGOAGOGO.COM 


BINGO HOTLINE: (612) 363-7168 


BENEFITING: SPONSORED BY: 
gezi Alerus erretz ZO 
P ARK Twin Cities = | = | = JET 
f Right dd 
HOUSE * ay Men's Chorus Filister Enterprises JERRY A. BURG (ilime Puk 
pern: o E 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


ON THE RECORD | Ea Huyck 


FUTURE BIBLE HEROES Partygoing 
While it has a different name and 
lineup and approach, it’s not hard to 
think you are listening to the Magnetic 
i Fields whenever spinning something 
by the Future Bible Heroes. Stephin 
Merritt has such a distinct voice, 
both in sound and lyrical style, that 
* whenever he takes a turn on the mic, 
you could swear you were listening 
to his more famous group. Partygoing is more than a stopgap 
before the Fields make a return, as Merritt is joined by a pair 
of talented collaborators: Christopher Ewen and Claudia 
Gonson. After all, who else could have as much fun with a 
tune called “Keep Your Children in a Coma,” or offering a fake 
David Bowie voice in the joyfully blasphemous “Drink Nothing 
but Champagne”? 


DESSA Parts of Speech 

On her second proper album, 

the Twin-Cities poet, rapper, and 
singer emphasizes the last of those 
skills without losing touch with the 
first two. From beginning to end, 
Parts of Speech is a stunner, loaded 
with memorable tunes, compelling 
performances, and a fierce 

aethestic that comes through in 
even the gentlest of songs. Shifting 
between rapping and singing at will, Dessa unleashes a string 
of dizzying lyrics and images at every turn. Lead-off single 
“Warsaw” brings the manifesto that fuels the first half of the 
album. She can also pull off some amazing surprises, like an 
unexpected cover of Bruce Springsteen's “I’m Going Down” 
that strips away the bouncy rock beat of the original to lay 
the anger lyrics below it crystal clear. 


KANYE WEST Yeezus 


b With an album title even more 
pretentious than Jay Ze latest, Mr. 
Kardashian has a lot to live up to 
this time around. Corrosive, hard- 
edged, and uncompromising, Yeezus 
is another difficult-if-immediately- 

| engaging album from West, 


continuing his journey into the far 

edges of modern pop and hip-hop 
tor nis inspirauon. 1ne pragging college dropout of the early 
days has been replaced by someone who will sing (with only 
a tinge irony) “I Am a God.” As a bragging-rap tune, it’s pretty 
hard to top (“I am the universe” maybe?). Then again, West 
has always been at his best when he’s pushing every button in 
sight. In this case, a stripped-down approach (courtesy of Rick 
Rubin) focuses us to the message, rather than the tabloids. 


NEW POLITICS A Bad Girl in Harlem 
OK, this pop-rock trio may have 
moved from their native Denmark for 
the hipster paradise of Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, but don’t hold that against 
them. The cuts on their second full- 
length album are loaded with the 
vibes and joy of everyday living. 

This is life in the summer, 2013-style. 
Mixing bouncy beats, crunching 

rock guitar and a strong sense of 
songcratt, tne New rolitics bring the goods on the likes of 
first single “Harlem” or the feisty “Give Me Hope.” Like the 
best power pop of the past (think Cheap Trick) they can even 
survive the occasional trip into mellow or ballad lines, though 
they probably could have left the 3:36 of “Overcome” by the 
wayside without damaging the whole fun of the experience. O 


DISPLACED 
e aD GODS: 


BY RICH R 


RHOTO 


—- A TRILOGY OF PLAYS - 
by ADITI BRENNAN KAPIL 


MIXED | OCT 5-27 
BLOOD | 612.338.6131 
E THEATRE | MIXEDBLOOD.COM 


GOZO tad 


benefiting good karma animal rescue of mn 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 ° 10:00AM TO 2:00PM 


Don’t miss a fun event for people of all ages and dogs! 
The event will feature entertainment and activities. 
Admission is a $5 donation for adults 
(children are free) with 100% of the proceeds 
benefitting Good Karma Animal Rescue of MN. 


For more information visit goodkarmamn.org. 
ZO 


coed karma anmai rescue of mn 


ee le be d 
A hg 
ZEA BENEFITING HOPE CHEST 


FOR BREAST CANCER 


Thursday, October 3 * Check in: 4:00-9:00pm ° $10 per person 
100% of the proceeds go to Hope Chest for Breast Cancer 
Tickets available at hopechest2013.eventbrite.com. 


Sponsored by: 


Media Partner: 


Clinic SHOPPESATARBORLAKES.COM | 763.424.0504 maplegrove 


Visit shoppesatarborlakes.com for more information. 
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FOOD & DINING 


Flamethrower and barman Marco Zappia inside 
the Torpedo Room. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Ignore those over-achiever leaves, the ones that insist on being the 
first to turn color. Pay no mind to that crisp scent of fall flitting on the edge 
of that cool morning breeze. After being cheated out of spring, I refuse to 
call this fall. I'll dip into the autumnal wardrobe, perhaps, but that is it. Pm 
clutching the dragging coattails of this summer season and I’m not let- 
ting go until the first snow falls. My favorite way to toast any occasion, or 
season, is to pair it with the perfect cocktail. The Twin Cities have been ex- 
periencing a delicious boon of bar talent. Here’s where to drink right now. 

Eat Street Social’s dining room was clearly designed with a bar in mind. 
The mixers here take center stage, flipping through their color wheel of 
citrus, bitters, herbs, and booze to create drinkable art, but that’s not all. 
Nick Kosevich, president of the local North Star Bartender’s Guild, propri- 
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etor of Bittercube Bitters, highly sought-after drink menu consultant, and 
part-owner of Eat Sreet Social has created a booze paradise outside, also 
known as a tiki bar. They’re calling it the Torpedo Room. 

Now forget what you brain conjures up when you're thinking tiki 
drinks — there will be no piña colada mix jugs behind this bar. Fresh 
ingredients will be combined with all matter of rums e a sorely un- 
derappreciated spirit. (Think outside the Bacardi.) All the ingredi- 
ents are crafted from scratch, like their artisanal bitters, shrubs, and 
tinctures used at the inside bar. It’s likely you’ve never had a Mai 
Thai anything like what these guys are making. The cocktails served 
here are crisp refreshers that transport any city-dwelling drinker to 


a tropical paradise. 
Continued on page 22 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Like us on & and you could win a 
$20 gift card on FREE 20 FRIDAY! 


Stay in your Comfort Zone 
or be Adventurous 
Simple yet elegant dishes 

influenced by the Mediterranean 


On the ground floor of Accenture Tower 
333 South 7th Street, Suite 190, Minneapolis 


(612) 259-8636 ° monarestaurant.com 


Bie lenberg & Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue @ Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 


Ga SAWATDEE 


Thai Cuisine 


ei a : 5 E d, En 
AWARD WINNING THAI Cl = SINCE 1983 D 0 0 D 


DELIVERY * ERING * FULL BAR * PRIVATE PARTY ROOM 


607 Washington Ave S + Downtown Mpls ¢ 612.338.6451 


www.sawatdee.com 


SHOP SEWARD CO-OP FOR FRESH 
FALL FLAVORS FROM LOCAL FARMERS 
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from Borough. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 
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Another outdoor bar that must be experienced before the snow 
flies is the patio of Borough. Bar leader Jesse Heldfias amassed 
an impressive stable of talent at Borough, their downstairs bar, Par- 
lour, and this sweet little side bars They offer a selection of sangrias 
that are packed with citrus and herb flavors: No higher compliment 
could be paid to a pink wine than to be transformed into their green- 
cardamom-infused, honey-kissed rosé sangria. However, that is just 
the tip of the drink menu iceberg. 

Settle into one of their high and comfortable seats and peruse 
themenu. There are familiar drinks, like their Old Fashioned: Old 
Grand Dad 114 and Jim Beam Rye is mixed with just a little Pilon- 
cillo (an unrefined sugar) for a husky sweetness, that is balanced 
by splash of bitters. Or, if they are experiencing a rare slow day, 
ask the bartender what they feel like whipping up for you. The cav- 
alcade of talent at this spot is sure to be a little heavy as they start 
hiring for the next phase in the Borough world. This same team 
will soon be heading to Uptown to open the still-under-construction 
coup d’état, their second restaurant. 

While sipping at the bar you might notice plate after plate being 
delivered to all the other diners filled with a massive cheeseburger. 
You're going to want to order one of those as well. The thin pat- 
ties and lush, gooey, ivory-colored cheese, stacks up to be the best 
stomach base for cocktails your taste buds could ever request. 
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The only sangria you'll ever need to know 


NEWSY 


BITS 
© 


Did you catch that ? 
The new restaurant from the 
team will again 
have a kitchen run by Tyler Ship- 
ton and Nick O'Leary. They're 
moving into the base of a luxury 
apartment building that is tak- 
ing shape on the ground where 
once stood (Lagoon 
and Girard.) 
Remember what | told you about 
coming to the former 
? Well, scratch that. 
It looks like the name and con- 
cept are under revision. 
In Season is no more. After clos- 
ing restaurant for an expected 
remodel, owner and chef Don 
Saunders made the tough deci- 
sion to shutter it completely. You 
can still sample his elegant food 
at : 
The Twin Cities finally has a real 
pop-up restaurant! Get a taste of 
what the guys have been 
working on at the old 
space on West 
Broadway. They're calling it 
, serving Asian-inspired 
dishes given a dose of their culi- 
nary wizardry. Check the 
Facebook page for details.) 


Continued on page 24 


DATE NIGHT 


Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 


= 4 Gi tU Ez Desssert zen 
Kronen OP: Closet Bonie ot Wine SE 
612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 


I lam-l0pm 
www.itsgreektomemn.com 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


| 
ay, Now Open 8am - midnight! 


Ys 
= blackbird a 


3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 


LIQUOR BOY 


IN ST. LOUIS PARK 
Absolutely Ridiculous Prices. Every Day. 


Fume Blanc Vintner's Reserve Vodka 
Chardonnay 1.75 Liter = 


Retail 10.99 Retail $22.99 il 516. Retail $15.99 Retail $39.99, 
Liquor Liquor SANE i Liquor ei SAVE 
Boy Boy E $ 
Brice Pie i rice E Price 1 RE 
59.99 $25.99 


Jack Daniel’s f i f Summit Stella — 
Liter D Brut 12 pack bottles 12 pack bottles 


Chardonnay 


Apothic | La eek Ferrari Carano Kendall = f Absolut a 


Liquor JAWS 
Boy $ 


OVER 100 Sinate Malt Scotches 
900 Unbelievable Wines 


Store Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM - 8PM EO 

Friday & Saturday 9AM -10PM e CLOSED SUNDAY ; E 
i KO 
KITC H FN & B AR wwv. liquor-boy.com N eare ere roes 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 5620 Cedar Lake Road, St. Louis Park e 952-512-2200 
All bottles are 750ml's unless specified otherwise. Prices subject to change after 9/28/13. 


www.LoriINcGKITCHEN.COM TEES TA ES Tey SRT TITER Te IC a 
[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS stock. Occasionally, however, an advertised item may not be available for purchase due to unforseen 
® 


difficulties. Errors and omissions occasionally occur and are subject to correction. 
No further discounts. No rain checks. No quantity limits. D a KE) 
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SLICE 


On the off-chance that perhaps there is a day that isn’t ideal for sitting 
outside, there is one other spot so hot you'll stay toasty all year long. Just 


say the name with me, Saffron. Ah, doesn’t that 
just feel like warmth and refinement? The man 
behind the bar is Rob Jones, the sort of drink 
shaker that has developed a beloved following. 
The liquorati would follow this fellow anywhere, 
but that he’s residing at the Wadi brothers! deli- 
cious downtown spot makes the commute all the 
easier for any day of the week. 

Jones has been recognized as the Best Bar- 
tender and recently won the Most Imaginative 
Bartender competition sponsored by Bombay 
Sapphire Gin and GQ magazine. (His winning 
cocktail was comprised of gin and watermelon 
that he cryovac-ed with fresh dill and an anise- 


(Clockwise from top) A seat at the bar at 
Saffron; A tiki takedown called 1999 and The 
Bird Has Flown with aquavit, honey, tonic and 
more; Master bartender Robert Jones. 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


scented liqueur.) It’s a global competition and he was flown out to Las Vegas 
to represent Minnesota. Even if he doesn’t win the world with gin, he’s won 


my admiration with his balanced and innovative 
cocktails like The Cornballer: Old Weller 107 
bourbon is mixed with “roasted corn essence” 
and sea salt. 

Or go for something summery with The 
Patio at Saffron 2.0, white sangria made with 
peaches, subtly sweet rum and a handful of fresh 
fruit. Paired with a couple of their heavenly small 
plates (even as simple as their freshly made pota- 
to chips with a yogurt and sumac-scented za’tar 
seasoning) you'll forget you’re indoors. 

No matter where you choose to cocktail, 
there are plenty of ways to savor all three of the 
seasons we've had this year. 
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EVERY NIGHT 1OPM-CLOSE 
OVER 20 APPETIZERS! 


UPTOWN | 1348 Lagoon Ave | 612. 82,150 : 


teres (02013 BL Restaurant Opérations, LLC, Al] Rights Reserved. AT] federal, state’and16eal lawsappaye’ GA 


Wine & $39 


Fondue 


\\ Wine and cheese 


September 22 - 26 


Join us ona culinary journey. We have 
expertly paired a four-course fondue dinner 
with California wines from Francis Ford 
Coppola’s Diamond Collection. Experience 
Garlic and Herb Cheddar Cheese Fondue 
complemented by Diamond Collection 
Chardonnay, Strawberry Almond Salad 
paired with Diamond Collection Sauvignon 
Blane, a special fondue entrée 
complemented by Diamond Collection 
Claret and Dark Chocolate Raspberry 

FRANCIS FORD Fondue paired with Diamond Collection 


co P POL LA Cabernet Sauvignon. 


WINERY 


go together like, 
ummm, wine 


and cheese. 


En 
Melting Pot. 


a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED | MINNEAPOLIS | (612) 338-9900 | MELTINGPOT.COM 


Offer valid at this location only. 
*Some restrictions apply. Tax and gratuity not included. Valid at The Melting Pot of 
Minneapolis only. Not valid with any other promotional offer, discount or dip 
certificate. Substitutions may be available. See store for details or restrictions. 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


simpLy oe ae ordinary.™ 


Kathy Jenkins - rae GO Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets O’ Beer E] 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` 
on Monday & Tuesdays! X 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


Clb es tytn & Taa Oey Ee 
SEO ean Zek gezi Seu ER DUZUE | 651.22213100, 
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BAROMETER | by George Holdgrafer 


Gay 90’s Eggs ’n’ Drag 
Is Unbeatable Combo 


Looking for a unique dining and drag experience at a reasonable 
price? Don’t miss Eggs ’n’ Drag the second Sunday every month, 11 
AM-2 PM, in the classic Gay 90’s main bar. You'll leave satisfyingly 
full and thoroughly entertained. 

The sumptuous, scrumptious brunch, served buffet-style, offers a 
delicious cornucopia: several varieties of eggs and potatoes, sausage, 
ham, bacon, biscuits and gravy, fruit, and pastries, plus cooked-to- 
order omelets. Add bottomless mimosas on special, and you’re in din- 
ing/imbibing paradise. 

If the great food weren’t enough, the accompanying drag show 
is outstanding. Hosted by Brandonna Dupri LaReese, reigning Miss 
Gay Minnesota United States, it features a rotating cavalcade of ultra- 
talented female impersonators that includes many titleholders, such 
as Azalia Selena Cruz, who also doubles as server at the brunch. 
Entertainers appear both onstage and on the floor throughout the 
dining area, creating an up-close-and-personal, intimate ambience. 
DJ Rich ably presides over the music. The event nicely complements 
the renowned La Femme Show Lounge performances Wednesday- 
Sunday evenings upstairs at the bar. 


b 


Eggs ’n’ Drag cast on September 8: (from left) Mercedes Iman, Azalia Selena Cruz, 
Brandonna Dupri LaReese, Anastasia Chapelle, Lucy Furr. Photo by George Holdgrafer 


One of the most noticeable aspects is the incredible diversity of 
the appreciative audience. It ranges from children to seniors (like 
me). Gay 90’s Manager Karen Hartigan, who’s in charge of coordi- 
nating the well-planned crowd-pleaser, says, “We wanted to create 
something interactive that would appeal to everyone of all ages and 
genders. We truly welcome families of every type. It’s all worthwhile 
when we see young kids joining in all the fun!” 

What more could you ask for? All for only $10, including the buffet 
and show. Reservations are strongly recommended. Watch Lavender 
for some upcoming exciting updates about Eggs ’n’ Drag! 


Gay 90's 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay?0s.com 


JUKEBOX e VIDEO GAMES e 75¢ POOL TABLES e PINBALL 
DARTS e PULL TABS e ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM e SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR 
OUTDOOR PATIO 


-Singles Pool 
~~ TOURNAMENT 


Sun., October-20 e 4 PM 


EK 
(O48 


e gr 


BRANDON 


©) “like” us on 


facebook 
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NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 e www.19bar.itgo.com 


Minnesota’s New 
Wine Destination 
RAAT ee 


& Spirit: 


Fall Wine Sale 
Sept. 26th - Oct. 19th 


15%-40% Off 


All 2600 Wines in Stock 


TES gre i pe d ga 
SZ) be `< 
= bet S b b 
batz bei bei 


Featuring Over 20 Wines Each 
5:30 - 7:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, Sept. 25th 
Friday, Sept. 27th 
Wednesday, Oct. 2nd 
Friday, Oct. 4th 
Wednesday, Oct. 9th 
Friday, Oct. 11th 
Check Our Website For Details 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 
1010 S. Washington Avenue 


BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


Free iOS download 
available now. 


dedi 
BADIK 


Real College Radio 


Nudie Nubie Show e Friday, Sept. 27 ° 9:30 


Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or Town House Bar on Facebook 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul Midway Between MPLS. & St. Paul ° 651-646-7087 


RED CARPET BURLESQUE-com PRODUCTIONS 


LavenderMagazine.com | 27 


EO 
MA 
= 
= 
ES 
=) 
i=) 


LEATHER 


LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


LITERATURE REVIEW e 
Sexual Outsiders by 


David Ortmann and 
Richard Sprott 


When your humble columnist was get- 
ting into leather (many, many years ago), 
the go-to book for newly minted gay leather- 
men was Larry Townsend’s The Leather- 
man’s Handbook. This book was, to say the 
least, enlightening. But I would not have 
wanted to show it to my therapist at the time, 
to say nothing of my parents or other fam- 
ily members. 

My, how times have changed. Sexual 
Outsiders: Understanding BDSM Sexualities 
and Communities is a great new resource 
suitable for multiple audiences including 
those curious about or newly into leather, 
BDSM, fetish, and kink—and, perhaps, 
their therapists and loved ones as well. For 
all these readers, authors David M. Ortmann 
and Richard A. Sprott have written a book 
that is a modern, reasoned, evenhanded in- 
troduction to the alternative sexual worlds of 
leather, BDSM, fetish, and kink. 

Ortmann and Sprott have a wealth of ex- 
pertise to share. Ortmann is a psychothera- 
pist and sex therapist in private practice, and 
much of the book consists of fascinating per- 
sonal stories of some of his patients. In many 
instances, these stories are presented in the 
patient’s own words. 

Sprott is a research psychologist and the 
executive director of the Community- Aca- 
demic Consortium for Research on Alterna- 
tive Sexualities (CARAS), an organization 
dedicated to furthering scientific investiga- 
tion and scholarly analysis of understudied 
sexualities. And, indeed, the book makes the 
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very clear point that leather, BDSM, fetish, 
and kink are woefully understudied, and that 
the many gaps in society’s understanding 
of these alternative sexualities have many 
negative consequences. 

The authors use the personal stories in 
the book to illustrate the tremendous va- 
riety of people who make up the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish/kink community, as well as 
to show how that community works. A large 
part of Ortmann’s and Sprott’s message is 
that this community has, in fact, developed 
around these alternative sexualities. This 
community is large, widespread, and so- 
phisticated—and a tremendously valuable 
resource for its members. Several times 
throughout the book, the authors stress the 
undesirability of trying to do BDSM in iso- 
lation and the desirability of participating in 
this community as a way of enhancing one’s 


kink journey. 
Sexual Outsiders is written to ap- 
peal to several different audiences: 


e The book could serve as a good ba- 
sic introduction to leather, BDSM, fe- 
tish, and kink for people new to, or curi- 
ous about, these alternative sexualities. 
e It could serve the same purpose for thera- 
pists and other health professionals responsi- 
ble for the care and treatment of kinky people. 
e Readers who do not identify as kinky, 
but who have a family member or 
friend who does, will find answers to 
many of the questions they may have. 
e Finally, longtime members of the leather/ 


Outsiders 


DAVID M. ORTMANN anv RICHARD A. SPROT T 


BDSM/fetish/kink community will enjoy 
reading the personal stories of the people 
profiled in the book, and will find the au- 
thors commentary throughout the book 
thought-provoking. 

(Here’s a private tip for longtime commu- 
nity members: As you read this book, try to 
put yourself in the position of someone new 
to the community, or even outside the com- 
munity. Your empathy, as well as your appre- 
ciation for what the authors have created, 
will increase greatly.) 

Because the book is addressed to so 
many different audiences, however, some 
readers might encounter challenges. Al- 
though the authors’ writing style is gener- 
ally approachable, readers who are not ther- 
apists or mental-health professionals may 
be put off by instances of therapist-speak 
sprinkled throughout the text. Similarly, 
readers not acquainted with the basics of 
Freudian, or especially Jungian, psychology 
may occasionally feel out of their depth. 

But these are, in the end, minor quibbles. 
In Sexual Outsiders Ortmann and Sprott 
have created a worthwhile addition to the 
leather/BDSM/fetish/kink community’s 
canon of literature about itself, as well as a 
useful contribution to the scholarly and aca- 
demic literature about alternative sexualities. 

(Sexual Outsiders: Understanding BDSM 
Sexualities and Communities by David 
M. Ortmann and Richard A. Sprott. 173 pp. 
Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield Publish- 
ers, Inc.) O 


e 
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Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, d 
FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY MAP: 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
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GQY 90’s-QNNEx 
Water Street Inn 
Your Complete Wedding destination on MARIAH PARIS 


the shores of the St. Croix River. BALENCIAGA GO 
OE e EET g 

101 Water St. S. MIE- OT sz 
Stillwater,MN 55082 A ere 4 


(651) 439-6000 


www.waterstreetinn.us $15 Before Spm. $20 of ter 


VIP $25 


multimedia’ 


Roos Dress Sed Enkorced! 
Proper States] D) Required M 


Show 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for 


™ 


A HOLIDAY CIRQUE! 


Conceived and directed by Fernando Quevedo, Q Productions. 


November 29 - December 15 


THEPROGR e d e 
E . 
dai vom Get tickets at mysticlake.com 


OF MINNESOTA 

© 2013 SMSC Gaming Enterprise 
Tune in or listen online Owned and Operated by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
at www.AM950radio.com 
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LAW & FINANCE | Brian Aust 


Marriage and Immigration 


Claire and Maria have been in love for 
nearly 20 years. Unable to marry, they es- 
tablished a business that allowed Maria to 
acquire a nonimmigrant visa and travel from 
her home in an Asian country to the Unit- 
ed States to be with Claire several months 
throughout each year. Claire also made oc- 
casional trips to Maria’s home country. Ma- 
ria regularly traveled to the United States, 
but each time she arrived the Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) Officers of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security detained 
her, often for hours, asking probing ques- 
tions about her relationship to Claire. At one 
point, Maria was coerced into revealing that 
she and Claire are life partners. Then, sever- 
al years later, Maria was refused entry to the 
United States. The CBP officer incorrectly 
concluded that she was in possession of the 
wrong type of visa and ordered her removed 
(deported) from the United States and sent 
her back to her home country — barred from 
returning to the United States for five years. 

Claire and Maria spent many hours and 
thousands of dollars to undo the order of 
removal, and Maria was reissued her non- 
immigrant visa. The long trips back and 
forth resumed. However, the financial and 
emotional toll of the removal order and en- 
counter with CBP took a heavy toll on the 
business the couple had lovingly worked to 
create. Eventually the business was brought 
nearly to collapse. 

Then, on June 26, 2013, while Maria was 
in the United States visiting Claire, the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Article III of the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), holding 
that the federal of definition of marriage was 
unconstitutional. 

By many estimates, there are approxi- 
mately 36,000 same-sex bi-national couples 
who, prior to the Windsor decision, were 
prevented from enjoying benefits under 


U.S. immigration law in the same way that 
opposite-sex couples have been able to for 
decades. With the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion, the obstacle to enjoying full recognition 
under federal law fell away. 

In what can only be described as remark- 
able speed by government standards, the 
Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security Janet Napolitano issued the follow- 
ing statement on July 1: 

After last week’s decision by the Supreme 
Court holding that Section 3 of the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) is unconstitutional, 
President Obama directed federal depart- 
ments to ensure the decision and its implica- 
tion for federal benefits for same-sex legally 
married couples are implemented swiftly and 
smoothly. To that end, effective immediately, I 
have directed U.S. Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion Services (USCIS) to review immigration 
visa petitions filed on behalf of a same-sex 
spouse in the same manner as those filed on 
behalf of an opposite-sex spouse. 

Before Maria returned home Claire filed 
the initial petition with USCIS that will allow 
Maria to apply for a fiancée visa in her home 
country. It remains pending, but hopefully 
USCIS will approve it soon and Maria can 
then come to the United States to be with 
Claire permanently. 

The Windsor decision will have many 
impacts in the area of federal government 
benefits, but in the area of immigration, that 
impact is has been swift and dramatic, in 
no small way because of the distances that 
couples have had to travel to stay together. 

In this post-Windsor environment, same- 
sex couples married in one of the several 
states, the District of Columbia, or the many 
countries throughout the world that insti- 
tuted marriage equality will be able to derive 
benefits under U.S. immigration laws. For 
example, a U.S. Citizen or a Lawful Perma- 


nent Resident can file the required petition 
for his or her foreign national spouse. If ap- 
proved, the foreign national spouse will then 
be able to apply for permanent residency 
(green card). 

The benefits to same-sex spouses are 
broader than this example however. Persons 
coming to the United States with a nonimmi- 
grant visa can have their same-sex spouses 
apply for a derivative visa status. On August 2, 
in London, Secretary of State John Kerry an- 
nounced that the State Department will con- 
sider same-sex marriages in the same way 
that it previously considered opposite-sex 
marriages for all visa applications, meaning 
that a person coming as a student or as a tem- 
porary worker, can bring his or her spouse. 

Most important to same-sex couples 
seeking to navigate the complex immigration 
laws has been the consistent declaration by 
all levels of the federal government that for 
purposes of seeking immigration benefits, 
the couple need only show that they were 
married in a jurisdiction recognizing their 
marriage — the “place of celebration” rule. 
There is no further requirement mandating 
that the couple reside in a place where their 
marriage would be determined to be lawful. 
As a result, same-sex couples living in states 
where marriage equality is not recognized 
can still earn an immigration benefit so long 
as he or she is otherwise qualified for the 
benefit sought. 

This is an exciting era in immigration law 
and same-sex married couples looking to 
benefit from our laws should feel confident 
that their marriage enjoys full recognition by 
our government. O 


Brian Aust has been practicing immigration law since 
2000. Information about him and his firm can be found at 
www.austschmiechen.com 
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BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 

Minnesota Mayor Bids For Illinois Gay Couples’ Weddings 

ABC News reports that Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak was making a pitch 
Thursday to gay and lesbian couples in Chicago that they should come to 
his city to say their vows — and spend their money on weddings — rather 
than wait for Illinois to join Minnesota in legalizing same-sex marriages. 
The mayor, speaking at a news conference in a predominantly gay neigh- 
borhood, said that he hopes gay Chicagoans will choose to drive six hours 
to Minneapolis to get married instead of flying to one of the coasts for their 
nuptials. Rybak is calling his push “Marry Me In Minnesota” and is hop- 
ing to bring tourism dollars into the state by making it appealing to GLBT 
couples in neighboring states which do not currently recognize same-sex 
marriage. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM UTAH: 

Mormon-Focused Publisher Under Fire For Dropping Gay Author 
Reuters reports that a Utah book publisher has drawn criticism for shelving 
a young-adult novel after its co-author demanded his gay partner be men- 
tioned in a flap-jacket biography. Michael Jensen said that he was told by 
the company that any mention of his partner on the author page would risk 
upsetting bookstores which would be carrying the novel, and that it should 
be removed to make it more acceptable to the Mormon market. The novel 
itself does not contain any mention or reference to homosexuality. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 

Minnesota Sees Rush To Gay Marriage 

The Star Tribune reports that same-sex couples received nearly 1 in 3 mar- 
riage licenses issued in Minnesota since they were allowed to wed, The As- 
sociated Press found in a statewide survey of the first month’s impact of the 
new gay marriage law. While the majority of licenses to same-sex couples 
were issued within the Twin Cities metro area, applications were received in 
nearly every corner of the state. Senator Scott Dibble (Democrat, Minneap- 
olis) said that he felt the volume of same-sex marriage applications reflected 
the pent-up demand of many years of the GLBT community feeling that their 
relationships were considered substandard in the eyes of the state. 


1-BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE UNITED STATES: 

Christians For Gay Marriage Launch “Not All Like That” Campaign 
Time reports that they call themselves the NALT Christians, and Wednes- 
day morning they quietly launched a video campaign with a controversial 
message: there is nothing anti-Biblical or inherently sinful about being gay, 


Th a b 


GLET WORLD NEWS! 


lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. The movement came about through the 
efforts of Wayne Besen and Even Hurst of the Truth Wins Out organization, 
and John Shore, a California pastor with a group known as the Progres- 
sive Christian Alliance. Those involved with the campaign are striving to let 
both the GLBT community and its allies, especially young people, know that 
not all Christians are against them or see them as sinful. As Besen states: 
“Young people are very uncomfortable when they see these finger-wagging 
evangelicals who don’t seem to have much in common with the Jesus they 
believe in.” 


2-BIGGAYNEWS FROM AUSTRALIA: 

Australian Prime Minister Defends Gay Marriage 

ABC News reports that Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has mounted a spir- 
ited defense of same-sex marriage only days out from Australian elections. 
Upon being questioned about the Bible regarding marriage as only between 
a man and a woman, Rudd responded that human and social conditions 
change and evolve, and that the Bible also condoned slavery as well. Aus- 
tralian Marriage Equality national director Rodney Croome said of Rudd’s 
support: “It is unprecedented in Australian history for a prime minister to 
give such a strong defense of equality for gay people, and it was made all the 
more compelling because it was from a Christian perspective.” 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM AUSTRALIA: 

Ricky Martin — "I Would Bully People Who I Knew Were Gay” 

The Huffington Post reports that Ricky Martin might be an openly gay celeb- 
rity now, but years ago he bullied others just like him while growing up in 
Puerto Rico. Martin, who came out in 2010, said that his upbringing caused 
him to be ashamed of his homosexuality, which led to his taking out his 
anger and low self-esteem on others who he saw as being the sort of people 
he didn’t want to be. The singer stated: “I look back now and realize I would 
bully people who I knew were gay. I internalized homophobia. To realize 
that was confronting to me. I wanted to get away from that.” 


3-BIGGAYNEWS FROM MEXICO: 

Mexican Lawmaker Asks to Bar Gay Unions In Public 

ABC News reports that a state legislator has caused a stir by asking authori- 
ties to bar gay weddings from public spaces, arguing it confuses children in 
a state that just approved same-sex civil unions. Rafael Mendoza, a state law- 
maker from Colima, reported that he had mothers coming to him with com- 
plaints about their children witnessing a wedding ceremony between two 
men in the main plaza of the city. Colima recognizes same-sex civil unions, 
but restricts marriage to being between a man and a woman only. Mendoza 
refused to retract his comments, even though his own party supports gay 
marriage in Mexico. 


4-BIGGAYNEWS FROM RUSSIA: 

Children Of Gay Parents In Russia Hide Ties Under New Law 
Bloomberg reports that working in a St. Petersburg restaurant after high 
school, Kristina Kochetkova was prepared for long hours and rude custom- 
ers, but she didn’t expect her boss to goad her in front of her co-workers for 
having two mothers. In light of Russia’s new laws, Kochetkova’s parents are 
technically criminals, which means that she will not be talking about them 
when she starts college for fear of reprisal against her or, more importantly, 
her parents. More and more same-sex parents are having to caution their 
children before they start school about mentioning anything about their 
home life to teachers or other students. O 
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CAUSES | Andy Lien 


Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? Twin Cities HRC Hosts 
Annual Gala with Special Guest Lea Thompson 


The Twin Cities Human Rights Campaign is 
preparing for its annual fundraising dinner, in a 
year when we have so much to celebrate, with so 
much work left to do. DyShaun Muhammad, 
member of the HRC National Board of Gover- 
nors and Co-Chair for the Twin Cities HRC Steer- 
ing Committee, puts this event into the context 
of the HRC’s big picture, both here in Minnesota 
and across the United States. 

Each year the Twin Cities HRC holds a 
Gala Dinner. What happens at this event and 
what are you looking forward to this year? 

Our goal is to have the annual HRC Dinner 
be the keystone local event in support of LGBT 
equality. We aim for it to be an evening of fun, in- 
spiration, education and mobilization. We expect 
over 1000 attendees of all stripes, dressed in their 
finest, for a reception, silent auction, dinner pro- 
gram and a chic after-party — all in support of equal 
rights. Our goal is to host a fundraiser that people 
eagerly anticipate and want to support. The dinner 
has become a great tradition for the community. 

We are thrilled to have Lea Thompson as our 
special guest for this year’s dinner. While most 
people remember her roles in the “Back to the 
Future” trilogy, she started her career doing bal- 
let and theater here in Minneapolis. She has had 
an impressive career in film, TV and on stage, but 
we are most impressed by her long-standing sup- 
port for LGBT equality. We are looking forward 
to having her join our celebration and hear about 
her commitment as an “Ally for Equality.” 


What are the primary objectives of the 
HRC in the Twin Cities? 

HRC’s mission is to end discrimination 
against LGBT citizens and realize a nation 
that achieves fundamental fairness and equality 
for all. Over the last year, we provided significant 
support to the Minnesotans United “Vote No” 
and subsequent marriage equality efforts with 
full-time staff, over a million dollars in funding, as 
well as continuous activation of our members to 
help secure those wins. While marriage has gar- 
nered tons of attention, we’ve been taking action 
on several areas many may not have heard about: 

To activate our supporters and build 
more awareness around transgender issues, we 
organized a special reading of the memoir, “Be- 
coming Ellen” with Ellen Krug, a local transgen- 
der author earlier this summer. 

To build community with new potential allies, 
we've been busy piloting our “Ya Es Hora” program 
where we partner with local immigrant service or- 
ganizations to conduct free citizenship workshops. 

And of course, to help generate the funds 
to continue to spread equality around the na- 
tion, we have events like the dinner, our annual 
spring bowling tournament and membership 


drives at LGBT Pride festivals all over the state 
that allow anyone to contribute to the cause in a 
way that is meaningful to them. 


What is the “State of the HRC” beyond 
Minnesota? 

We are energized by the great work we have 
been able to do in places like Minnesota and 
we're working hard to translate that energy into 
even tougher struggles ahead that haven’t gone 
away with [Section 3 of] DOMA. 

Chad Griffin, HRC’s President, talks a lot 
about the part of LGBT America we some- 
times forget in places like the Twin Cities. Places 
like where I grew up, North Alabama, or rural 
South Dakota, Nebraska and Georgia where a 
young transgender girl or an aging gay couple has 
to fight continuously for basic dignities we take 
for granted. In most of the country, you can still 
be fired for being trans, gay or bi. Chad has been 
touring some of the “reddest” states in the nation 
to bring attention to that part of our community. 
You will see HRC redouble our efforts for mean- 
ingful change where it is so desperately needed. 

In DC, we're focused on getting bipartisan sup- 
port behind the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act (ENDA). Hundreds of our members will be on 
Capitol Hill lobbying Congress on ENDA as well 
as immigration, health care, HIV treatment and 
school safety issues in the coming months. 

Locally, we’re working on bringing a pro- 
gram to the Twin Cities to educate health care 
providers on the Healthcare Equality Index, 
a program that helps providers become more 
LGBT-friendly. Our local volunteers will also be 
heavily involved in helping to support our allies 
and supporters in Congress and in the state legis- 
lature as they face anti-LGBT opponents in 2014. 
We have to make sure they know that we have 
their backs and ensure we don’t lose what we’ve 
fought so hard to achieve. 

Marriage in Minnesota isn’t the end of the 
story — It’s the beginning of a new chapter in 
a long struggle started by numerous coura- 
geous folks from prior generations. We have a lot 
of work to do and HRC is in a strong position to 
be part of that effort. 


Minnesotans have had a fundraising-heavy 
two years-what would you say to encourage 
your fellow human-rights-minded people to 
stay engaged and attend the dinner? 

The fight for equality goes well beyond our back- 
yard. Back in May, I went to the HRC dinner in At- 
lanta. In Georgia, they are a long way from achieving 
what we have secured to date here in Minnesota on 
marriage and other basic rights. Nevertheless, the 
energy in that room and the hope brought about due 
to what we were about to accomplish here was elec- 
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Lea Thompson, "Ally for Equality." Photo courtesy of HRC 


tric and provided more than enough reason for the 
people to dig deep in support of equality. 

Minnesotans have the vision to see the big- 
ger picture. We have to keep doing this — rais- 
ing money, raising awareness, activating new 
people — until no part of this nation suffers any 
form of discrimination. Besides, Corey Smith 
and Arouna Phommasouvanh (this year’s dinner 
co-chairs) are fabulous hosts and it’s one of the 
best parties in the cities every year. A room full 
of smart, good looking, dressed-up people — why 
would you want to miss out? O 


Twin Cities Human Rights Campaign Dinner 
Saturday September 21, 2013 5:30pm 
Minneapolis Hilton Hotel 

1001 Marquette Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
59403 

Tickets are $185; $100 for Students 
Tickets can be purchased up until mid- 
night on Friday, September 20th, at www. 
twincitiesdinner.org 


Official HRC After-Party 

10pm - late W Minneapolis - The Foshay 
821 Marquette Avenue - Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota 55402 

Free to Dinner Ticket Holders; $25 Sug- 
gested Donation for others 
www.wminneapolishotel.com 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


‘k Andrew for 


Six Questions With Mayoral 
Candidate MARK ANDREW 


This series of questions and answers with 
some of the Minneapolis mayoral candidates 
is to give the GLBT community a glimpse of 
five of the candidates this year. Lavender se- 
lected five diverse candidates from the field 
of almost three dozen to give readers a taste 
of their ideas and philosophies. Six ques- 
tions have been formulated to give these 
candidates a place to express their leader- 
ship styles and approaches to governance. 
These questions are on general topics be- 
cause the GLBT community is as interested 
in safe communities, accountable govern- 
ment, and budget priorities as the rest of 
the greater Minneapolis community. Since 
Minneapolis is the largest city in the state 
and its downtown has many amenities used 
by the rest of the state, this mayor’s race af- 
fects people living outside its borders. Hope- 
fully, this series will interest and inform your 
choice for mayor and stimulate discussions. 

Mayor Rybak really pushed for mak- 
ing Minneapolis a more liveable city 
advocating for more public art, mass 
transit and community programs. How 
would your approach as mayor differ and 
what would be the theme for your term? 

Mayor Rybak has done a tremendous job, 
and as mayor I will continue his legacy of 
building Minneapolis into a world-class city. 
Fundamentally my approach to the office of 
mayor will be energetic and collaborative. I 
want to be the mayor of Minneapolis, not the 
mayor of City Hall. I will focus directly on 
the big issues like making Minneapolis the 
greenest city in America, caring for every 
one of our children by working to eliminate 
our opportunity gaps, and creating an envi- 
ronment where workers and businesses can 
thrive. Mayor Rybak has done great work in 
these areas and I will do even more. 

The theme of my term will be threefold; 
opportunity, growth, and innovation. I am run- 
ning because this city has been a place of tre- 
mendous opportunity for me—I want everyone 
in Minneapolis to have the same opportunities 
I did. I also want to make sure our city is grow- 
ing and thriving; I will focus on adding 100,000 


people to Minneapolis to increase our property 
tax base and make our city more livable. 

Safe neighborhoods are important to 
all citizens but the GLBT community is 
especially sensitive on this issue. How 
would you work with police, communi- 
ty groups, and the city council towards 
making the city safer? 

Safety matters. Everyone should not only 
be safe but also feel safe in our city. The key 
to safety is partnerships. Fundamentally, 
when Minneapolis has tackled a safety con- 
cern, when we as a city have been success- 
ful, it has been by working together. When I 
talk to Minneapolis residents, residents tell 
me collaboration works. 

There are also legislative opportunities. 
I was deeply disappointed the anti-bullying 
bill was killed in the last legislative session, 
and as mayor I will be an active proponent of 
anti-bullying legislation next session 

It is easy to talk about making Minneapo- 
lis safer. It is harder to make it happen. I 
will form the partnerships and work with our 
community to make it happen. 

Block E hasn’t been a great success. 
What would you support doing with the 
site to make Hennepin Avenue a better 
venue? 

I had concerns about Block E since its 
inception and I think it’s something that will 
take creative solutions. It’s simply too re- 
moved from the downtown population at the 
moment. One of the focuses of my campaign 
is growing the population of Minneapolis by 
100,000 people and many of those residents 
will move downtown; the needs of our grow- 
ing population will largely dictate how that 
space is utilized. It may simply be that we 
need to reimagine the space. 

Mayor Rybak was an advocate for 
public spending on the Vikings’ stadium. 
If the Timberwolves, for example, began 
demanding a new arena, how would you 
deal with that situation? 

Public spending is in itself not a bad thing 
as long as the city is investing the money 
wisely, the public is consulted, and we are 


Mark Andrew. Photo courtesy of Ma 


Minneapolis Mayor 
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not subsidizing corporate profits. I can see 
circumstances where the city has a role in- 
vesting in public/private partnerships that 
substantially benefit the city of Minneapolis, 
but if the city does not get a significant return 
on our investment, I will vigorously oppose 
any such efforts. The devil is always in the 
details with public investments like these, but 
as mayor I will be vigilant in guarding public 
dollars to ensure they are being spent wisely. 

The GLBT community members are 
taxpayers and as such we care about ac- 
countability for the city’s budget. How 
would you make sure we aren’t wasting 
money on duplicate programs or unpro- 
ductive initiatives? 

I think the issue of transparency and ac- 
countability is a huge concern in Minneapolis. 
US PIRG graded the city’s transparency as a 
D;; it’s totally unacceptable that residents don’t 
have easy access to basic documentation about 
how the city’s money is spent. As mayor I will 
work to encourage checkbook-level transpar- 
ency so Minneapolis residents can be vigilant 
in keeping the city accountable. 

The issue of duplication and lack of efficien- 
cy is an important one, and I think I can bring 
in a fresh perspective that will make it easier to 
identify and eliminate wasteful spending. 

What direction do you think Minne- 
apolis should take concerning energy 
use and affordability for residents and 
businesses? 

One of the centerpieces of my campaign 
is making Minneapolis the greenest city in 
North America, and renewables play a big 
role. I’m the only candidate who has pro- 
posed a plan to get more renewable energy 
in Minneapolis. My NextStep proposal will 
put rooftop solar panels on municipal build- 
ings across Minneapolis, reducing our reli- 
ance on dirty energy. 

This isn’t campaign rhetoric for me-this 
is my record. I created our recycling pro- 
gram that we use today and as a private 
citizen was successful in making sure when 
Target Field was built that it would be the 
greenest ballpark in the world. O 
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“Aurorastone" 


SIZZLING TECHNOLOGY 


OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


EXQUISITE RESULTS 


Partner Platters 
Exceptional. Elegant. Extraordinary. 
EXPERIENCE THE ARTISTRY OF AURORASTONE 


MINNESOTA .UPCYCLED TACONITE TAILINGS. 
AccentElegance.com 


612- 55-2952 © Bob@AccentElegance.com 
kai our showroom by appointment 


C 


From quality hardwood furniture to soft goods. 
We now have you covered. 


Check out some of our newer offerings: 


stylus 


made to order sofas 


Bed Linens 
DASH & ALBERT 


RUG COMPANY b 
Light & Living 


Lighting & Accessories 


King Koil Beds 


Woody's = 


fu ra 1 tu f 1y UNFINISHED 


952.929.6300 


www.woodysfurniture.com 


Located in the Miracle Mile, 5217 Excelsior Blvd, St. Louis Park 
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Stacked Platter 
enterpiece $539 


THE UTTERMOST CO. 


WARR Ri dd Kristen Beck A Anne Speckhard, PhD 
GEA Advances Press 

Among all the indicators for a potential 
transgender woman, least likely might be a 
twenty-year history as a decorated Navy 
SEAL. Authors Beck and professor of psychia- 
try Speckhard met during a study of resiliency 
to combat stress, which led to the two col- 
laborating on the chronicling of Beck’s life as—as the cliché ac- 
curately nails it-a woman trapped in a male’s body. Transgender 
persons, however tall, short, powerful or frail they may be, know 
with a certainty that they are born into the wrong gender. This 

is the value of Beck’s story, that no one can discount her earlier 
life: Beck, now 46 and a Pentagon consultant, is still giving to her 
country, and is finally living the life she was meant to live. 


Andrew Solomon 
Scribner 
$37.50 
Far from the Tree reads like a gripping 
novel into which ten years of research and 
multiple interviews with 300 families have 

" been distilled to produce Solomon's amaz- 
(SEs) . ingly literate and frequently moving text. His 
= subjects are exceptional children with specific 
“horizontal identities,” created from what Solomon calls “reces- 
sive genes, random mutations, prenatal influences or values and 
preferences that a child does not share with his progenitors.” Ten 
chapters—Deaf, Dwarfs, Down syndrome, Autism, Schizophrenia, 
Disability, Prodigies, Rape, Crime, Transgender-are bound within 
“Son,” and “Father” which discuss Solomon's own horizontal 
identity and new life as a gay father. Observing one couple with 
their profoundly disabled child, Solomon writes, “is to witness 
a shimmering humanity.” A book that will leave an indelible 
impressidn: on SI reader. 


, Ellen Hart 
LAKE? Minotaur Books 

BY THI 5.99 
In Hart’s 21st Jane Lawless mystery, Jane’s 
friends, partners Eric Lindstrom and Andrew 
Waltz, have broken up, causing great distress 
to their twelve year-old son, Jack. Jack is 
close to his cousin Gabriel and as the book 
opens, the two had spent the night outside in 
their tent playing zombie hunters. But when 
Gabriel's mother comes to fetch him in the morning, both boys 
have disappeared. As time passes, annoyance turns to fear. Eric 
and Andrew call Jane in to start the search-she’d found the 
boy once before, just hours into an earlier flight. She finds dis- 
turbing evidence that indicates something more ominous has 
happened to the boys-and then a ransom note arrives. Time is 
running out. A A tight, high le level read. As S a Ways. 


Michael Stanley 
Bourbon Street Books 
$14.99 
Botswana Detective David “Kubu” Bengu is 
working with a new detective in this fourth 
novel by team Michael Stanley. Samantha 
Khama is a woman, the department's first, her 
GO zeal professional and personal. Young girls 
HA AN » are disappearing, feared killed for body parts 
to be used in muti, a black magic practiced 
to dread effect by witch doctors. Khama knew an earlier victim 
and is incensed by the authorities’ seeming lack of interest. The 
plot is made more intense by the authors’ use of real cases-one 
in particular never solved—and their intimate knowledge of 
Botswana and the Batswana. A father deranged by grief, shady 
politics, and a rogue undertaker, create a scary, satisfying read. If 
you haven't already, pick up Kubu’s first case, A Carrion Death. 


SAVE THE DATE 


COME SEETTOUCHAND EXPERIENCE 
TWO OF OUR REMODELED HOMES 


SEPTEMBER 27-29 


To describe this incredible kitchen addition is an impossible task. The space is both light and dark. Subtle and rich. Graceful and bold. 
It curves and flows while remaining structured and grounded. It is historic and contemporary in the same instant. Walnut cabinets with 
Alder inlay caped in layers of soapstone and three different granites. Floating curved shelves behind hand-blown Italian glass lights. 
Passing by this German tudor home in Linden Hills, you would never spot the addition or guess at the magic contained within. You 
don't want to miss this experience! 


BEFORE 


Almost a decade in the making, this whole house remodel features three remodeling projects in one! An addition over the 
garage gave the home serious curb appeal and an incredible Master Suite. An expansive lofted screen porch with gorgeous 
exposed timber trusses broke the barrier between inside and outdoor living. The kitchen, front entry, staircase, and powder 
room went through a massive remodel that transformed a small dark kitchen/living room into a light filled, spacious, luxurious 
experience. Walking through this masterpiece is worth the drive! 


612.789.7070 | WWW.OTOGAWA-ANSCHEL.COM 
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OLOIRING 
x WITH 
BROMSTAD 


BY ANDY LIEN 


I went to the same rural school as David Brom- 
stad, of HGTV fame. You know how the younger 
kids always know who the older kids are; 
he was no exception. | remember him, 
though he left for the suburbs after 

8th grade. His talented family had 

an impact on our small commu- 
nities and consolidated school 
district. Our towns are more 
conservative than not; our peo- 
ple tend toward the monochro- 
matic in attitudes, behavior, ex- 
pression, and pallor. Or, that's how 
it seemed, then. His trademark smile, 
shared by the sisters that | knew, made 
our communities brighter. 
Or course, no matter how homogeneous 
a community might appear, we know it's got 
its differences within. There are positives. We 
make them and we find them. A hometown is al- 
ways where we each began. It's where we are con- 
structed, in part, to be who we are today. David Broms- 
tad was a bright, colorful force in what presented itself as a 
united beige. Miami in Minnesota. A "Color Splash," as one 
of his television shows was so aptly named. Here's an in- 
terview with the Minnesota-Boy-Gone-Big, HGTV STAR's 
David Bromstad. 


All photography provided by David Bromstad. 
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There's quite a nice number of out and proud Dassel-Cokato ex- 
patriates. You're probably the most famous of the lot. How do you 
like them apples? How long were you in D-C school district? 

| love them apples. Them apples are delicious! | went to D-C for 
K-8 grades and moved to Plymouth, Minnesota, and graduated from 
Wayzata Senior High School. | was the only one from my family, in- 
cluding my mom and dad, NOT to graduate from D-C. 


In your own words, you were “After School Special” bullied. 
Would you care to expand on that? What happened and how did 
you get through it? 

I was constantly harassed for, really, nothing. | was a new kid that 
entered into an environment that was so foreign from the familiar 
halls of D-C. | really didn’t know who | was after | left Cokato. It turns 
out | was a very shy person. The girls loved me and the guys hated 
me for it. | was awkward and had a hint of gayness which was then el- 
evated by the guys. Going to school was torture for me and | dreaded 
going to school for fear of being tormented everyday. | was always 
the center of every joke and always laughed at. “Faggot” became 
a term that | never adjusted to on a daily basis and to this day hate 
the word. | don’t know if there is any way to let you know how | got 
through it. | just did. | woke up, | dressed myself and | just had to go 
through it. My strength came from my church group. If it weren't for 
my relationships with my buddies from the Wednesday night youth 
gathering, it would have been a much harder road. The best part of 
being a part of that group is that no one from my school attended my 
church. It was a massive relief knowing this. 


Do you have advice for any of the unicorns out in Dassel-Cokato 
and other rural schools today? 

| do. Hold strong; surround yourself with people who want to be 
your friend and fight back. When | say fight back | don’t mean with 
fists or words, but mentally. If you put your mind to something, you 
can do anything. Just remember: these bullies are insecure butt- 
heads that are taking out their insecurities on someone who they 
think is less than themselves. Talk to your teachers and counselors. It 
gets better and there is help out there if you just reach out. Many kids 
are so scared to reach out because they haven't accepted their sexu- 


ality, especially at a young age. Find local organizations and never, 
ever let someone bring you down. You have the inner strength to 
fight and rise above. So my advice is fight--and fight like hell. 


You came out at age 22. How do you think things would have 
been different for your coming out experience in 2013? 

Times have definitely changed since | came out. People are be- 
coming more accepting and sensitive to my community, which is 
great. | do believe it’s still more difficult to come out in communities 
with less diversity, like in rural areas. People are close-minded and 
unfortunately, kids are still locked inside their own closet for fear of 
being bullied and made fun of. The winds are changing, but we need 
to fight to ensure they continue to change—and quickly. 


And now you live in Miami. Can you tell us more about your life? 

| love my life. Miami is my home and | enjoy every minute of it. 
The city is so colorful and full of people from all ethnic backgrounds. 
l'm proud to live in a city that is so accepting. | am always busy, so 
one of my favorite things to do with my partner is just relax on the 
beach or sit on the couch with my dogs and my partner and just chill 
out. It’s my peace and | am very blessed in life. 


Do you come back to Minnesota often? What do you like to do in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul? 

| do come back at least once or twice a year. Family time is so im- 
portant and when | go home for the holidays, or any celebration, | do 
nothing but relax and take in the gorgeous crisp air. | always stay at 
my sister’s house on Prior Lake. | just wake up and take in the beauti- 
ful scenery and enjoy every minute with my family. 


Are you taking interior design clients? Would our readers be able 
to hire you for their homes and spaces? 

Absolutely. This is a new venture in the last year and | am cur- 
rently working on several personal interior design projects as we 
speak. It’s really challenging to do private work, but | am enjoying 
it. For more information on my design service, you can check out 
my website that will lead readers to the appropriate section: www. 
bromstad.com. 
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Now HGTV Design Star has become HGTV Star and you're the host, 
mentor, and original Design Star. What do you find rewarding about 
this role? 

It’s such an honor to be hosting the show that started my career. 
To mentor and host these talented designers on their journeys is re- 
ally exciting for me; it’s like looking in a mirror. | know the stress they 
are going through and it’s really interesting to see it from a different 
perspective. I’m so proud that | can be there to help them through 
this intense and overwhelming process of what is a reality competi- 
tion show. I’ve been there and done that and | think the designers 
really appreciate that my perspective is right on point with their own. 


In addition to your work with HGTV, you also have artwork for 
sale-Fine Art by Bromstad on Penny Lane. What role has art played 
in your interior design and how do you incorporate your art into cli- 
ents’ surroundings? How do you hope that the general public might 
incorporate your art into their spaces? 

Yes, | have partnered with a wonderful company: Penny Lane 
Publishing. My art is available on their site (www.pennylanepublish- 
ing.com) and a link to the art is also on my website. Art is a huge role 
in my design for clients. It’s always been something | leave my clients 
with to add a personal touch to their space. | always wait to the end 
of my projects before creating a personal piece for them. | like to find 
out personal things about my clients and what they like and dislike 


Color Case Study 1 
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in life. After the space is complete, then | can create something for 
them inspired by what | know about them and their families. My art 
can be put in any type of décor from contemporary to traditional. My 
art is always fun and colorful and it’s a great addition to any space. 


Color seems to be your niche-would you agree? How does your 
relationship with color set you apart from other designers? 

Yes, color definitely is my niche. Color is huge in my life, always 
has been, and forever will be! In fact, | have given many presenta- 
tions on color and the meaning of each color and what roles color 
has in each of our lives. | think, as a designer, people know that | am 
not afraid to use color, but most people are so frightened by color 
that they shy away from it completely. Using bright, vibrant color and 
utilizing it in a way that is not only pleasing to the eye and soul, but 
is livable. Color is so powerful and many people are afraid of it until 
they realize it can be used as an accent to liven up any space in their 
home. Color is my entire world. 


Case Studies in Color 

For all of my spaces, | usually start with a fresh palette unless 
the owners have a unique piece that will add something special or 
unique to my design. | love to take an old piece of furniture and re- 
store it to fit the new design. The three examples below consist of 
everything new. | didn’t use any of their existing pieces because the 
space didn’t call for it and my clients were eager to start fresh. 


This room is still one of my all-time favor- 
ites. Turquoise was the color of the year when | 
designed this room. It was a condo on Key Bis- 
cayne that was really large. The design consist- 
ed of the living and dining rooms and hallways 
of the condo. My favorite piece in the room was 
the custom oversized tufted ottoman you see 
in the front of the picture. The use of turquoise 
with touches of brown and neutral walls really 
gave this space an incredible feel. Notice how 
the turquoise is carried throughout the space 
bringing the room and color together beauti- 
fully. Another focal point is the wall mural in 
the backdrop. It really gives the room a unique 
touch and adds visual interest and depth to the 
space. Interestingly enough, shortly after put- 
ting this mural up, | partnered with another 
wonderful company: www.muralsyourway. 
com. | thought, how fabulous would it be to 
have my art blown up and made into a wall 
mural. So now, all of my art can be purchased 
either as a canvas, or made into a gorgeous 
wall mural in any size. How fun! 


Continued on page 40 > 
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So many luxuries. So convenient. So you. 
Be inspired by the Vue! Call or visit today. 
Stainless Steel Appliances 
Gas Stoves (Excluding Alcoves) 
Quartz / Granite Countertops 
Hardwood / Concrete Floors 
The Loring Vue Terrace 
Halo — Event Space 
Rendevue — Lobby Café 
Concierge Services 
Health Spa 
Underground Heated Parking 


87/.333.6198 contact@loringvue.com 
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| had so much fun designing this dining room for the client. They 
were so not afraid of color, as you can see. She wanted color and 
Bromstad delivered. The custom yellow, oversized, dramatic dining 
bench could easily fit 20 people in the back. White walls really bring 
out the color in the room and they all pop. The use of yellow, pink, 
orange, and turquoise shows you that you can combine many differ- 
ent colors in a space and it works. The client just so happened to have 
French Bulldogs, just like me. So | created these custom pieces for 
her to add a personal touch. 


Color Case Study 2 


Color Case Study 3 


| loved designing this traditional space. So many of 
my clients in Miami request a contemporary design, 
so | was thrilled when | was asked to design this tra- 
ditional space. The neutral walls are custom designed 
with tufted fabric bringing an elegant, soft touch to the 
space. The use of red, which | adore, brings in a rich 
feel to the room that complements the neutral tones 
on the walls. This house had a very large living area 
and, because of the size, we had to ensure the room 
was comfortable and livable. | created several differ- 
ent seating areas to fill the room because the client 
requested a room to sit and entertain in. My custom 
canvas above the fireplace is a focal point in the room 
as an example of how a piece that appears contem- 
porary at first glance can be incorporated into a tradi- 
tional setting. D 


Learn more about color, David, and his projects on 
these social networks: 

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/davidbromstad 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bromco 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/DavidBromstadTV 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/bromco 
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DESIGN MATTERS 


BY LISA ANTENUCCI 


All images provided by Shelter Architecture. 


“This isn’t going to end too well for me is it?” 
“Nope definitely not ending well.” 
“Do you still think I’m pretty.” 


This clever wrap is the punch line for the iPad vs. Surface RT 
commercial currently running on television. When Apple initially 
launched the iPad we were awed. It was pretty, sleek, well-designed; 
it did things that we thought only our computers could do. The 
iPad, like the microwave, presented us with a device that we didn’t 
even know we needed, and we had to have it. It was true innovation 
powered by design. 

Now, along comes Surface and it has added features that make it 
more usable at a lower price, making it an appealing competitor to 
the iPad. This expansion of ideas that make things more user-friend- 
ly is the nature of human-centered design. That is what architects 
and interior designers have always focused on. So, if you pause 
for one moment and look around at everything you see, you realize 
that every single inanimate thing is created by someone. And, more 
importantly, the design of these things makes a difference in your 
life whether you realize it or not. 


Everything required someone to decide how it should happen, 
where it should happen, and how much it will cost. In that sense, 
designers make ideas tangible in ways you can touch and experi- 
ence. 

There seems to be a renewed appreciation of great design 
brought about, in no small way, by businesses realizing that great 
design boosts their bottom line. Some of today’s most inspired 


companies are propelled by design: Target, 3M, Apple, Dyson, Nike, 
and Virgin to name a few. 


Aeron Chair designed for Herman Miller in 1989 
by Minnesota designer Bill Stump. 


Designers are 
becoming influencers 
of corporate structure 
as well as products. 
Approaching problems 
from a designer’s point 
of view typically places 
the users (customers, 
workers, patrons, etc.) 
and the overall experi- 
ence as the guiding force 
in the creation of innova- 
tive solutions. The buzz 
phrase among design- 
ers is “human-centric 
design”; putting the 
human experience, on all 
levels, at the forefront of 
the design criteria. Great 
design should consider 
both the intimate indi- 
vidual human experience 
and the broader global 
implications of the things 
we create. 

On the small scale, 
consider a toothpick. 
Traditional Japanese 
toothpicks are pointed on 
only one end. The other 
end has grooves. The 
grooves are designed to 
allow the end to be bro- 
ken off, which indicates 
that the toothpick has 
been used. It also allows 
for the pointed end to be 
propped upon the stub 
to keep it clean. Even 
toothpicks are designed. 
And, when designed with 
intention, the beauty of 
the object is expressed. 
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On the global scale, the fact is that the things we design usually 
take resources. They also have a life cycle. It is becoming more and 
more imperative that designers consider the full ramifications of 
their work and strive to develop methods of total reuse and recy- 
cling of the resources we use. 


Designers cant prevent people from doing what they want to 
with products they own, but that does not excuse them from ig- 
noring the larger system. Often, in our enthusiasm for solving the 
the problem in front of us, we fail to to see the problems that we 
create. Designers...are in a position to make important decisions 
about what resources society uses and where they end up.” 
-Tim Brown, Change by Design 


Design is a process; an architect would not simply sit down 
and, in one fell swoop, draw a floor plan. There are progressive 
steps that a design team takes to arrive at the final product. Every 
designer has their particular approach but the basic outline of the 
design process is fairly universal and looks a lot like this: 


DISCOVERY 

This is where designers look, listen, and imagine. There is a ne- 
cessity to see what is the actual situation and, at the same time, try 
to see latent potential. Where are the opportunities? How can this 
be better used? What if we (fill in the blank)? How does it work? The 
questions trigger the imagination to begin to see things in a new 
way. This is an exciting part of the process. 


DEFINITION 

The next step involves not only looking at all of the collected 
information from the Discovery phase but also a refinement of the 
objective. One method is to phrase a question as a “How might 
we...?” statement. It is meant to open up possibilities while helping 
get the scope of the question to the most potent scale. “How might 
we create world peace?” may be too large in scope while “How 
might we find the best height to place a light switch?” is probably a 
bit limiting. You can also think of this phase as defining the critical 
elements that must be met in order to define success. There are 
usually a multitude of factors that a client brings to the designer for 
consideration. We use these factors to define the question so that 
it encompasses the entire aspect of the product/space/object to be 
designed. It becomes the criteria of success used to measure the 
progress of the design process. 

Continued on page 44 
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DEVELOPMENT 

A well-defined question frees the design team up to test every 
possible iteration they can think of as long as it meets the “criteria 
for success.” The Development phase is where the process of trial 
and error is unleashed. The more things that can be ruled out as 
NOT working for the end goal, the more the good options rise to 
the surface. This is an iterative process and the more good ideas 
are worked and reworked, the more refined and successful the final 
solution will be. During this part of the process, great design teams 
have good organization, schedule and reach milestones and dead- 
lines to help focus the process, and are not afraid to let go of ideas 
that are not allowing for the greatest outcome. 


DELIVERY 

The ultimate goal is to get the design out into the world. In 
Architecture and Interior Design the delivery phase focuses on the 
creation of all the design documents (most people understand these 
as blueprints and specifications/product selections). Think of this as 
the instruction manual for the work that is to be done to create the 
space. There are many other components that the designers and ar- 
chitects are involved in during the “making” of the product, from re- 
viewing bids by the contractors, to making adjustments in the field, 
to a final “to do” list before the homeowner/office team/restaurant/ 
etc. move in to their newly constructed space that is perfectly fit to 
their needs and desires. 


So why should you care about design? Because great design 
solves problems that people encounter every day. Our environment 
is directly connected with our wellbeing, and design is about inno- 
vating and making things better. One of the skills a designer brings 
to the table is the training and experience to see many of the things 
we take for granted. Humans are really amazing at finding inventive 
work-arounds to situations and objects that get in their way or are 
not tailored to their needs. 

Design directly affects the products you buy and the daily 
choices you make. A recent study from the University of Missouri 
(http://munews.missouri.edu/news-releases/2012/0508-improved- 
waiting-area-design-increases-customer-comfort-mu-study-finds/ ) 
finds that beautiful environments are a deciding factor when people 
choose to frequent a business. A study on the effects a waiting area 
has on diners, conducted by the College of Human Environmental 
Sciences, found the design of the waiting area directly affected both 
the restaurant's profitability as well as a willingness to wait and the 
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enjoyment of the experience by the patrons. This same effect car- 
ries over into all aspects of our lives. 


The environments of our homes and our work places are where 
most of us spend over half of our lives. 


Time use on an average work day for employed 
persons ages 25 to 54 with children 


Other 
(1.7 hours) 


Caring for others 
(1.2 hours) 


P eee Sleeping 
Eating and drinking (7.6 hours) 


(1.1 hours) 


Household activities 
(1.1 hours) eie 


Ee 


Leisure and sports 
(2.5 hours) 


Te Working and 


related activities 
(8.8 hours) 


Total= 24.0 hours 


NOTE: Data include employed persons on days they worked, ages 25 to 54, who lived in households with 
children under 18. Data include non-holiday weekdays and are annual averages for 2011. Data include related 
travel for each activity. 


SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, American Time Use Survey 


It only makes sense that those places should be designed to fit 
our needs and to promote well being. Many aspects of daily life are 
truly unique to this time period and our environments should be 
designed to accommodate and improve these unique conditions. 

Design for well-being means designing spaces that allow for 
productivity and relaxation in our homes and in our work places. 
We need to design spaces that accommodate all abilities and ages. 
And, when designed well, our homes don’t need to be any larger, 
and ideally could be smaller, than most current homes. Leveraging 
design to reduce the resources we use both in construction and 
maintaining our built environment should be a primary focus of any 
designer. In many ways you can make an analogy between great 
design and great poetry. Design intends to get to the essence of 
an idea and manifest it in the simplest and purest form the design 
team can conjure. Great poetry has similar qualities of distillation 
and purity; of using less to express more. 

Often a simple, well-executed design move can bring about a 
remarkable transformation. An example of this idea can be seen in 
a room from the 2012 ASID Showcase House located near Lake of 
the Isles. The homeowner asked for a room dedicated to his daily 
practice of meditation. We outlined the requirements and defining 
factors of the project as: 

How might we create a Meditation space that is quiet, with tran- 
quil lighting both day and night? 

Some major issues that needed to be addressed were the direct 
Southern light and the possibility of getting warm during summer 
months. 

The solution centered around a screen wall that was pierced 
with holes laid out in a Fibonacci pattern (a mathematical sequence 
found repeatedly in natural forms) to produce a meditative and 
diffused pattern of light. The choice of this pattern--as well as all the 
other textures and elements--was a carefully researched selection. 
A perfect chair, some lighting selections, and a low-profile ceiling 
fan were added and the room became a gorgeous sanctuary for 
meditation. 

Usually, an environment and the experience in it is specific to 
the individual. Designers often draw upon broad commonly held, 

Continued on page 46 +» 
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culturally understood ideas combined with the specific desires and 
preferences of the individual user. This is most common in custom 
design items such as homes and custom furniture pieces. When you 
partner with an architect or interior designer to build or modify your 
home (or workplace) you have the opportunity to craft an environ- 
ment that addresses the things that are most important to you. 

The economics is also a critical item that cannot be left until the 
end. It must be incorporated into the design process and the criteria 
for success at the outset. Certain things that drive price can be dealt 
with in design such as complexity to build, material costs, and any 
costs associated with operation and maintenance. By placing priori- 
ties where they are appropriate for the criteria of the project, we 
often find the style and aesthetic of the design starts to take shape. 

An easy example would be deciding to design a kitchen with- 
out any cabinet pulls. Immediately there are some things that are 
affected. Mostly, what do the doors look like? Are they shaped in a 
way that the outside edge(s) can be grabbed? Are there shapes cut 
into the doors to allow you to open them? Are these modifications 
actually a cost savings? Can they be designed to make the doors 
more appealing than the common solution of screwing metal hard- 
ware onto the doors? How does this choice make it better? These 
are some of the questions that begin to take shape when you ask, 
“How might we save money on kitchen cabinet doors?” 

Design impacts us throughout every moment of our daily lives. 
Designers spark ideas on how to innovate and make the world bet- 
ter. They observe the details, ask prying questions, and notice how 


we navigate the built environment. It is an exciting and informative 
way to problem solve that most people find eye-opening the first 
time they participate on a design team. By allowing yourself to see 
the possibilities and identify hidden opportunities you can really 
leverage the power of asking, “How might we...?” 


Lisa Antenucci is an award winning dynamo at Shelter; an innovative, cre- 
ative, yet accessible design studio specializing in the Architecture and Interior 
Design of sustainable homes and unique commercial spaces. See her work at 
www.shelterarchitecture.com 
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RAINBOW BUILD: 
THe GLBIQ COMMU 
BANDS TOGEIHE 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Twin Cities 


Habitat 


for Humanity’ 


wWww.tchabitat.org 


Habitat for Humanity volunteers finish work on a North Minneapolis 
home during Rainbow Build Week. 


Last month witnessed the first ever Rainbow Build in Minnesota, 
hosted by the Twin Cities branch of Habitat for Humanity. The build 
was able to draw attention to issues facing the GLBT community 
which often go unaddressed. 

Rainbow Build lasted from August 26 through August 30 — a week 
consisting of GLBTOA volunteers building homes to raise awareness 
around issues for affordable housing in the GLBTO community. Anne 
Thul, the volunteer programs manager with Twin Cities Habitat for 
Humanity (TCHFH), reached out to the GLBTO community for volun- 
teers as an attempt to help strengthen the community through cama- 
raderie in addition to creating new partnerships with organizations 
(such as US Bank and the University of Minnesota’s Office for Equity 
and Diversity). 

TCHFH has been working to eliminate poverty housing from the 
Twin Cities as well as make the need for decent, affordable housing a 
matter of the public conscience since 1985. Since its inception, more 
than 900 families have purchased TCHFH houses, with hundreds of 
families applying every year. 

Thul says the inspiration for Rainbow Build came from some sur- 
prising sources. Both Tucson and Austin have done a rainbow week 
before, which got people with TCHFH talking. As the idea gained mo- 
mentum, it became clear that the idea should become a reality. 

Though the week was originally meant to focus around one site, a 
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Janice Harmon (left), a future Habitat for Humanity homebuyer, and 
Kelly Berry (right), an AmeriCorps member who coordinated 
volunteers, posed for a photo during Rainbow Build Week. 


second site was soon established due to high volunteer rates. “A lot 
of people came specifically because it was a Rainbow Build and were 
very passionate about that,” Thul said. Volunteers came from across 
the metro-area as individuals or organized groups and worked from 
8:30 in the morning until 4:00 in the afternoon each day of the week. 

Each day, except Wednesday, community partners were brought 
in to educate volunteers on affordable housing for the GLBT commu- 
nity. Topics ranged from HIV housing and what services are offered 
through those programs to GLBT senior housing projects (Minnesota 
just opened the second one in the country). 

Although the week’s educational opportunities and volunteerism 
was meant to raise awareness and camaraderie among the GLBT 
community, the family ultimately living in the house is a straight cou- 
ple and their four-year-old twins as well as their six-year-old nephew 
who is in their care. Located on 31% Avenue North, the Rainbow Build 
created a home for Sarah Olson and Abdi Mohamed. She is a dental 
assistant student at Minneapolis Community and Technical College 
originally from Coon Rapids, and he came to this country from Soma- 
lia in 1999 and is currently working as a loan officer for Wells Fargo 
and part-time at the Children’s Museum. As a net-zero energy home, 
“as long as the home buyers use it the way it’s intended, it'll produce 
zero energy costs for them,” Thul says. The second project site, lo- 
cated on Morgan Avenue, does not have a buyer as of yet. D 
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NO PLACE LIKE HOME: REMODELING AND 
REUSING TREASURES 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Undeniably, the best part about remodeling is being able to show 
off the changes made in the home. Admit it: the best feeling in the 
world for a homeowner comes as a result of the “oohs” and “ahs” 
followed by the “it looks so great in here” or a similar compliment. 
These four resources help homeowners experience that coveted eu- 
phoria as well as provide people with carefully curated treasures for 
the new-old spaces. 


CASTLE EDUCATIONAL HOME TOUR 

With a purpose to educate and inform the public about affordable 
remodeling projects, Castle Building and Remodeling, Inc. (a profes- 
sional design and build remodeling company) recently announced a 
tech-savvy home tour. Each of the 25 homes on the tour will feature 
an educational topic meant to assist visitors in making smart deci- 
sions for their own homes. 

In conjunction with this tour, a mobile app has been launched for 
both iOS and Android platforms which serve as virtual tour guide 
books, complete with directions from home to home. The smart- 
phone app will also include pictures and project descriptions for each 
home on the tour. Perhaps the most exciting aspect for the consumer 
are the contests offered through the app for attendees to win $10,000 
in remodeling and prizes. For those who may not be technologically 
inclined, Castle Building and Remodeling will be printing 5,000 tour 
guidebooks - a number drastically reduced compared to similar 
home tours — in attempts to cut down on paper waste. 

The Castle Educational Home Tour will take place September 28- 
29, with homes open to the public from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm each day. 
More information can be found at www.castlehometour.com. 


Castle Educational Home Tour 


PARADE OF HOMES REMODELERS SHOWCASE 

Held in the Twin Cities, the Parade of Homes Remodelers Show- 
case was developed to allow remodelers a chance to show off their 
work to the public. From the public’s perspective, this is a chance to 
experience first-hand the quality of the remodelers’ work. In a sense, 
it allows people a chance to “shop” both in terms of style as well as 
meeting the remodeler to see if they are a match. 

Presented by the professional members of the Builders Associa- 
tion of the Twin Cities (BATC), the showcase offers 88 projects rep- 
resenting 73 remodeling firms this year, ranging from entire home 
remodels to basements. All of the homes are free to tour with the 
exception of three Dream Remodeled Homes which request a $5 do- 
nation to the BATC Foundation to enter. 

Visitors can plan to attend 14 events during the tour, including 


Parade of Homes Remodelers Showcase 
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design and remodeling seminars, cooking demonstrations, and 
local wine tastings. Comprehensive guidebooks are available at area 
Holiday Stations. 

The tour runs September 27-29, with homes open Friday from 
1:00pm to 7:00pm and Saturday and Sunday 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm. 
Online tour planning is available at the comprehensive website www. 
paradeofhomes.org. 


ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES ANNUAL FALL SALE 

Featuring the lowest prices of the year, Architectural Antiques is 
pleased to announce its annual fall sale. Every item in the store will 
be sold at a discounted price. “We have had some awesome pur- 
chases this year and we want our loyal customers to have access to 
these unique pieces,” says Scott Anderson, the store’s owner 

In business for just shy of 40 years, Architectural Antiques has 
made it a priority to “Integrate Past Environments into Yours” and 
the fall sale will continue that mission. Customers will be able to take 
advantage of the storewide discounts showcasing some of the most 
unique and desirable architectural pieces in the country. 


Architectural Antiques 


With 28,000 square feet of retail warehouse space, Architectural 
Antiques is able to offer freshly stocked antiques originally heralding 
from coast to coast. Anderson says the store specializes in decora- 
tive architectural elements, with not only the largest selection in the 
Minneapolis area, but also in the country. Customers are likely to find 
vintage light fixtures, original fireplace mantels and doors, decorative 
hardware, plumbing fixtures, stained glass windows, terra cotta, and 
ecclesiastical relics. 

The sale spans three days: October 4-5, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and 
October 6, 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Architectural Antiques can be found 
at 1330 Quincy Street NE, Minneapolis, and online at www.archan- 
tiques.com. 


THE COTTAGE HOUSE 

Serving as a popular occasional market, The Cottage House has 
just expanded to double the size of its current location. The Cottage 
House, located at 4304 Chicago Avenue South, has occupied a two- 
story farmhouse for over seven years. Last year, the business took on 
a neighboring vacant building and renovated it, significantly increas- 
ing its size. 

Only open five days each month, both local and out-of-town 
shoppers frequent the popular home décor destination. The Cottage 
House boasts a whopping 43,000 fan base on Facebook. Featuring a 
different theme each month, the store uses the time between sales 
to transform, from overhauling merchandise to painting floors and 
walls. 

Best known for a shabby-chic style of furniture at low prices, store 
merchandise is a generous mixture of antiques; redesigned, reinvent- 
ed, and refreshed home furnishings and décor; and garden, vintage, 
and salvaged finds. The shop boasts a creative team of vendors, 
many of whom are professional artists and designers, who create 
their own space within the shop. 

Upcoming sales for The Cottage House run October 9-13 and No- 
vember 6-10. Additional sales, hours, and details are available online 
at www.thecottagehousempls.com. O 


The Cottage House 
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OUR HOMES 


Photos by Randy Stern 


CHEVROLET SPARK 


What happens when you live in a place 
where parking is a premium and the streets 
are semi-maneuverable? 

If you happen to live in such a place — 
parts of Minneapolis and St. Paul come to 
mind — how do manage for transportation? 
You have plenty of options: Public transpor- 
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tation, car and bike sharing, taxicabs...or 
pay for off-street parking to accommodate a 
car that might not fit in most spots 

But, if you needed the freedom of a car 
whenever you want, what solutions do you 
have available to you? 

One choice is the Chevrolet Spark. It is 


considered a city car or minicar according 
to today’s vehicular classification standards. 
It was designed for a global audience where 
most of the places it traverses lack ameni- 
ties, such as off-street parking or space 
to get through the narrowest gaps on any 
given byway. The lack of space was an en- 


RIDE REVIEW 


try towards creating a car that maximizes its 
needs onto a small footprint. 

For those certain places where such 
space is limited — the aforementioned parts 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul, for example — 
General Motors thought it was a great idea 
to import the Spark to our continent. It 
prompted us to consider whether the Spark 
fits well here in the Upper Midwest. A little 
Jalapeno hued Spark 2LT arrived and we 
promptly took it deep into the neighbor- 
hoods to find out. 

For starters, the Spark’s design was not 
meant to be alluring or elegant. There is a 
purpose for the high roofline and the tight 
overhangs. To conquer these urban enclaves, 
you have to fit in the most miniscule of places. 
Therefore, the overall look is useful, practical 
and a subject of much discussion. 

For North America, the Spark’s overall 
look was adjusted for taste. The shape remains 
the same, but the front fascia and the use of 
larger wheels help in bringing some form of 
distinction over here. Yet, one will be surprised 
by how wide the each door opens and how 
practical the hatch is. Let us not forget the roof 
rails for even more cargo holds up on top. 

Once inside, the driver will find mounds 
of room behind the wheel. A tall driver can 
find a place behind the adjustable steering 
wheel/instrumentation pod. The driver seat 
is manually adjustable for rake, height and 
recline, with an adjustable headrest. How- 
ever, to seat four adults inside the Spark will 
be somewhat of a challenge, unless they are 
average or smaller. A family of four — includ- 
ing two small children will also be just fins 
inside the Spark. 

The instrument pod is a design is a more 
concentrated version of the same on the 
larger Chevrolet Sonic. In turn, modern mo- 
torcycles also influence the instrument pod. 
You have a speedometer dial with a blue 
LCD screen to the right for the tachometer, 
fuel gauge and trip information readouts. 


Though the screen may seem a bit cluttered, 
it is a useful tool for drivers to get the infor- 
mation they need on their journey. 

In the center stack is Chevrolet’s MyLink 
screen, with a unique set of graphics and sim- 
plified commands. There is a screen for apps 
that are interfaced with your smartphone. 
One such app is the BringGo navigation 
app, which is serves as the Spark’s GPS and 
mapping system. You can also stream music 
via Pandora, Stitcher and TuneIn Radio. I 
thought it was cool to bring in an old favorite 
station from Los Angeles and the news from 
Australia’s main public radio network while 
traversing the streets of Minneapolis. The 
OnStar buttons are on the headliner near the 
rearview mirror. 

Cargo space is adequate, yet expandable 
with the rear seats down. You can get warm 
or cool with the Spark’s air conditioning sys- 
tem, but it does take a bit of time to get the 
air circulating in the car. 

Powering the Spark is a 1.25liter in-line 
four that offers only 84 horsepower and 
83-pound-feet of torque. Today, these num- 
bers may seem inadequate, but they do work 
in the Spark. In the city, you do not need a lot 
of power to accomplish everything possible. 
It does well just rolling along in town. 

It is where you need to accelerate is the 
point that the power is not enough. This 
Spark is connected to a four-speed auto- 
matic gearbox, which is fine after first gear. 
On heavy acceleration, first gear will take 
longer to shift down and a wall of noise will 
tell you hard this small engine is working to 
get there. Manual drivers may opt to go that 
route with five gears to work with the clutch. 

It is worth noting that the four-speed au- 
tomatic will be superseded by a continuously 
variable transmission for the 2014 Spark. 

One does not expect a sports hatch ride 
from the Spark. An enthusiast will be disap- 
pointed, but not every day drivers. It rides 
quite well, yet it will react to road imperfec- 


tions and noticeable bumps. The Spark leans 
and rolls in the corners. Yet, its steering ac- 
tion is quick and sharp, truly giving this city 
car the agility it needs to get into tight spots. 
Braking is fine under normal conditions, 
though we found some sideways movement 
on panic stops — easily recovered through its 
anti-lock brakes and sharp steering system. 

When people ask about the Spark, they 
would think it would be a car that would 
achieve very high fuel efficiency. Some even 
asked if it was electric — though consumers 
in California and Oregon can now get the 
Spark EV to plug in and stay off away from 
gas pumps. However, this gas-fueled Spark 
only mustered 34.6MPG. 

The Spark is the lowest priced vehicle 
GM sells in North America — starting at 
$12,995 for a LS manual model. Our 2013 
2LT tester came to $16,720. Opting for the 
2014 model with the new CVT would mean 
paying another $490. 

When I think of where the Spark really 
works, I always look at the places where ur- 
ban dwellers find solace. A run through those 
parts of Minneapolis confirms this notion. 

The result was exactly what we expected. 
You can park in tight spots, load up on gro- 
ceries or small furniture and play sober cab 
before a real one shows up at the bar. 

It is not just urbanistas that will enjoy the 
Spark. As tested, Chevy’s city car also plays 
well in the suburbs. If you work within a few 
miles of the jobsite, only go to the local shops 
and do things within a reasonable distance, 
the Spark can a fun way to live with plenty of 
space in the garage for snowblowers, lawn 
mowers, camping and picnic equipment, old 
furniture, and so forth. 

Before you pass judgment on the little 
Chevrolet Spark, take off your usual hat and 
see it from the eyes of its intended user. That 
way, you will understand why GM brought 
this little number across the Pacific Ocean 
for us. O 
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LAVEN DER'S 


ROUT 


X AT THE MOVIES 


PRESENTS 


DOU HERN 
BAPTIST 


eg 


A Film by Del Shores 


Thursday, December 12 


Doors open: 6:45 PM « Movie Begins: 7:30 PM 


St. Anthony Main Theatre 
115 Main St. SE e Minneapolis, MN 


TICKETS: 
$10 Advance e $15 at the door (based on availability) 
Purchase tickets at www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Ticket sales benefit Minneapolis Movie Bears and 
OUT Twin Cities Film Festival 


Sponsored by: 


' 
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Ke etel One’ 


VODKA 


” LAVENDER'S 


be FIRST - 
Pthuredaus 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


Thursday, October 3 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


FREE 


K 


Cc 


pouRHOUsE 


10 S. 5th Street 
Minneapolis 


Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 
Prize Drawings 


HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
PFund, TCGMC, Prime Timers MSP 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


FITNESS 


HOME SERVICES 


z E 
HAGENS 2352 
Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 


All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 = 


BARBERS 


Barbers 
on 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 f 


xo 2121 Eost Fronhlin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


dd 
EEA 612-333-8181 


The Best Gym in Town 


\ www.loscampeonesgym.com 


BRASS PERSONAL TRAINERS 


WHAT PERSONAL TRAINING SHOULD BE 


5740 BROOKLYN BLVD. 
BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 


(763) 561-6006 


PERSONAL 
TRAINING FACILITY ¥ 
= 


612-205-5618 


è carpentry & remodeling 
è painting & repairs 
e other home maintenance 
emo job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptown cski 
skinspa 
dermatology er SPS 
Education 
Experience 


Excellence 
...with a smile. 
Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Beautiful Thing! 
1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 © www.UptownDermatology.com 


Gu 
Jaime Davis, MD 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


9 nn 4 Bi 


Freshen the air in your home 
with new plants, Crotons are in! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale « 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines « 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


We’re your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


‘PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming e Chipping e Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


| 


expect the best 


Apartment Specialists 
Local e Interstate e International 


763-755-2045 
Email: info@acemw.com 
acemw.com 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS ° TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM + CONCRETE * DECKS + PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 
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THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
P INSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 (J 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


d 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
Ave. N. 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR dk a 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL “ KI 


“Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 
Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hut utchins 7 
ezk 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. == rr j 
651-487-3712 « larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Katie Harrold, MA , LMFT 


Changing Pathways Therapy, LLC 
3137 Hennepin Ave. S. #102 
changingpathways.net 
Minneapolis 


612-203-2820 


Life Transitions/ 
Gender/Relational Issues 
Counseling for 
Individuals, Youth, 
Families & Couples 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


E 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 
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Lynn 
Rossom 
EDINA REALTY wou 


612°834* 2300 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


Knowledge ° Honesty ° de 


6 He g» 
O > © F ima 


Free Consultation e RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Buying is Easy. 
Moving, that's Hard! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist ” 


MAVEBIK 
EE 
REALTY 
realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Deep Tissue Sports Massage 
by tan athletic male. 


Flexible hours. 
Text: (612) 747-2401. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


REA 


RSVP 


Advertise your 
business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 


Pa) 


Get Engaged? 
Got Married? 


New Addition to 
the Family? 


~ SHARETHEJOY IN... 


LAVENDER 5 


ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION 
ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 50 words. 
Appears in print, online, iPad, and iPhone 
editions for 2 weeks. 


For more information ` 
call 612-436-4698. 


EO 
Lad 
= 
=) 
> 
ce 
5 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Enen Krug 


Panties 


“Panties.” 

There, I wrote it. For some, it’s a titillating 
word. Even scandalous. 

Panties. 

For others, it evokes a rush of emotion, ex- 
citement, embarrassment, or imagination. 

Except for most gay men, who couldn’t be 
less interested. 

I just don’t see what all the fuss is about. Hey, 
did you clean the cappuccino machine last night? 

On the other hand, if you’re a straight guy 
(and I don’t expect that many are my readers, but 
then again, one never knows), “panties” is code for 
something quite wonderful. All of that Lycra—or 
if you’re rich, silk—in magnificent pink or royal 
blue or jet black or virginal white, along with excit- 
ing lace, is pretty packaging—think gift wrap—for 
the prize, the goods, the jackpot, whatever you 
want to call it down there. 

Most hetero dudes see panties as a delightful 
obstacle to navigate before getting to the real busi- 
ness at hand, so to speak. They're a libido-spark- 
ing barrier, not an end in themselves. Yet, men 
love thinking of a woman in panties. 

How utterly enticing and inviting! 

Straight women have a little different take on 
panties. I know this because sometimes—but not 
always, mind you—I consider myself straight. 

I once read that the most purchased item by 
American women are panties; they buy like a 
dozen and a half thongs or bikinis a year. 

Which may explain why some lingerie chain 
stores do so well. 

My observations and empirical research 
(we’re talking women’s magazines, television 
shows [Sex and the City has wonderful scientific 
value, you know] and multiple Chardonnays with 
women aged twenty-two to sixty-two) suggest 
that straight women love their panties. 

And, as some men will attest, many straight 
women aren’t easily separated from them. 

Panties are also a woman’s big freedom se- 
cret. I’m thrilled to report that they can make you 
feel sexy and desirable when there’s nothing—or 
no one—else to brighten your day. 

Why’s the quiet, mousy woman over in account 
processing smiling so smugly today? 

A hot pink, black-laced Brazilian cut panty. 

Trust me. It’s all about the freedom to be your 
hot and sexy self. 

When I haven't been a straight woman, I’ve 
been a lesbian. 


I've found that many lesbians, in contrast to 
straight chicks, don’t wear panties. 

They don underwear. 

In other words, it’s about a person’s mindset. 

I’ve had several girlfriends. Only one actually 
wore pretty panties, and mostly that was because 
she wanted to make sure I didn’t lose interest. 

Another forty-something girlfriend with an 
absolutely gorgeous body wore only grandma 
panties, circa 1910. Bloomers. Enough cotton to 
sustain a small farm just north of Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

Then there was the girlfriend who was fond of 
wearing what looked like biker shorts. 

Boring undergarments equate to boring sex. 
That, dear gentle readers, is another proven sci- 
entific fact. Because I say so. 

As if you’ve not had enough by this point, let 
me disclose one more detail. 

For most of my male life, I had this thing 
about panties. I began prancing in front of mir- 
rors wearing my sister’s daisy-print underwear 
when I was eleven years old. By the time I was 
in law school, I had graduated to high quality big 
name department store lingerie. 

It was my little secret that I kept from the 
world, not to mention my long-time girlfriend 
turned wife. Eventually—twelve years into our 
marriage—I confessed to Lydia that I loved to 
wear pretty panties. Reluctantly, she gave in and 
let me trade tighty whities for lacy bikinis. In 
retrospect, it was nothing more than a holding 
action on my part; I thought that if I wore some- 
thing female under my pinstriped suit with Jerry 
Garcia tie, itd be enough to keep me from deal- 
ing with my real gender issue. 

I was wrong. Wearing panties was a symptom 
of something much bigger, like change-your-gen- 
der bigger. Lucky for me, I got there. 

Panties helped set me free to be me. 

I’m not alone. Often, transgender folks start 
out with underwear cross-dressing. It’s safe and 
discreet and allows you to catch your breath be- 
fore taking the next step in your gender journey. 

As I’ve often said, much of everything that’s 
important in life is incremental. You start with 
panties. Two dozen steps later, you’re wearing 
an exquisite Jackie-O knockoff with white pillbox 
hat and purse. 

Freedom. 

It’s another word for panties. O 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
ede, Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 
3249 Hennepin Ave. S. #45 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.H|Mprogram.org 
www.sto § MN.com 
ageda .org/MInnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Gi 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

ed History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build & partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN $5102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


EDUCATION 
Watershed High School 


In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 
are! 

6541 16th Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota’s largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 


American Swedish Institute, 
e 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 


sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

1651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University o 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 

People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 
Museum, Minnesota History 
Center, Northwest Company Fur 
Post, James J. Hill House and 
Historic Fort Snelling. They're 
located all around the state. Learn 
more at 

www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120 W. biba Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 


www.smm.org/socialscience 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicale and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 


St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 
Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2931 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 
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Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

artistic excellence and Radical 

Hospitality no-cost admission 
rogram. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ee -class dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educahonal 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 

Pedini Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to did justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin’s Faith Community 
Through Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Service, and more. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Tradional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 
ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 


oin us! 

5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your fait 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
aM Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 


Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


pro rams and community education. 


000 Sth St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Iderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 32 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 

Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

Weekend away. Historie GE 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Goll, Events Weddings 2 a 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day EE weekend 
getgway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis Popular destination 

or abundant shopping, unique 
FREE Parkin 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B’s. Atiractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cries. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


Zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 


Apple Valley MN 
(952) 431-9200 


www.mnZzoo.org 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


The Elephant In The Room 


I just read this fun fact about elephants: 
homosexual elephants have sex year ‘round, 
but heterosexual elephants have sex only a 
couple times during the year, usually during 
rainy season. From my recent experience, 
the same applies to straight humans. 

I’m writing this from Seward, Alaska. For 
the past week, I’ve been sequestered in a 
lodge on the Bay of Alaska with a group of 
straight women. It’s been rainy and cold ev- 
ery day. And the ladies are getting restless. 

Tonight, someone suggested that instead 
of pouring ourselves into our rain gear for the 
umpteenth time and climbing yet another gla- 
cier, we stoke the fireplace and “get cozy.” 

And, then, one of the ladies introduced 
a bottle of tequila to the scene. Much like 
Chekov’s famous gun-which states that if a 
gun is introduced in the first act, it will be 
fired in the second or third act—once tequila 
is opened, someone will certainly do some- 
thing stupid before the night is through. 

I decided to go to Alaska about a year 
ago. I made the decision when my mom was 
dying from a vicious and aggressive cancer. 
She only lived two months after the diagno- 
sis, but we had a lot of time to talk before she 
died. I deliberately ignored most of her ad- 
vice during my life, but after she was issued 


her death sentence I suddenly found her to 
be very wise. 

When I look back now, I realize that she 
totally used her dying wishes to finally get 
me to do her bidding. Her list of last re- 
quests was epic and fairly ridiculous. “Make 
sure your nieces don’t go into the arts. Get 
your hair cut and colored at least once a 
month. Promise me that you will never get 
a goat or a pig.” 

And then she said something rather pro- 
found. “You’re a workaholic and you use 
work to escape life. Use some of your inheri- 
tance to go someplace you've never been be- 
fore. Go to Alaska.” 

At least I think she said Alaska. She was 
on heavy meds and often would fall asleep 
midsentence. Upon reflection, I’m certain I 
misunderstood her. She was the least out- 
doorsy person on the planet. She probably 
said, “Go to Nordstroms,” or some other 
high-end shopping frontier. But, in my grief, 
I booked an adventure trip to Alaska de- 
signed for “professional women.” 

And that’s how I found myself in a rustic 
outpost with a gaggle of peri-menopausal, ca- 
reer-minded, straight women whose libidos 
were stirred by the relentless grey and wet 
weather that is the Alaskan summer. 


One of the women, a librarian with a de- 
lightfully raucous sensibility, slammed down 
the tequila bottle on the table like a threat. 
“Were doing shots and talking about sex,” 
she said. 

Normally, I don’t do shots. Rather, I sip 
my tequila from a highball glass, like a lady. 
But I’m not one to reject a direct challenge 
from a librarian. 

We all got wasted and confessed our most 
humiliating sexual escapades and fantasies. 
Of course, I tried to leverage the naughty 
vibe to suggest that the straight ladies use 
their drunken courage to sample some for- 
eign kissing with me. But, apparently, even 
the rainy season doesn’t have the power to 
transform straights into gays. 

We all felt a bit sheepish the next morn- 
ing, but any lingering foolishness drifted 
away as another damp fog moved over the 
bay. Somehow, this rag tag group of highly 
independent women allowed themselves to 
be vulnerable for one evening. 

And, maybe that’s what my mom really 
wanted for me. Not to climb a glacier, but 
to drop my work shield and connect emo- 
tionally with other carbon-based life forms. 
Thanks to the wet Alaskan summer, we were 
all in the mood to mate. O 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 
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COTTAGE HOUSE e An occasional 
Market ¢ Next sale: A FALL FLING - OCT. 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-6pm © 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


ALEXANDER'S PAINTING is a full service 
company. We offer the highest quality of 
work at affordable rates. Please call Al 
for your estimate. (651) 246-2869. www. 
painteral.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. 
tliddellcleaningfyahoo.com. Call Terry: 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Father Steve Prokop, Old Catholic Church 
priest performs same sex weddings, any 
location, plan your own ceremony and 
music. www.weddingofficiant.us. 


(612) 834-4887. 
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OUR VOICES 


b THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Hypothesis - Through the Eyes of Akshat S. 


“Through These Eyes” documents real-life 
memories in first person. 


I am a chemist. I embody structure, 
cleanliness, and control. Everything I do 
serves a purpose. Should something un- 
steady my work, I am quick to refocus. 

I sleep only when I must. I am fueled by 
coffee. I am fueled by ambition. I am fueled 
by success. 

Emotions are for those who waste time. 
Emotions are nonsense. They are produc- 
tivity-killing distractions, ready always to 
destroy morale. 

Yes, I understand we must have some sort 
of emotional counsel. What else motivates 
one to pride himself on success, or to weep 
over failure? 

Love’s the worst offender. It should be 
left to fiction, to Jane Austen and her soror- 
ity. 

And I do enjoy fiction in my spare time. 
Through books I experience romance from 
far enough away. I made the mistake once, 
however, of turning such fiction into a real- 
life experiment... 

It’s 2009. I’m 20 years old. It’s late August. 

I’m sitting on my dorm building’s stoop 
in the early evening, reading Emma, wait- 
ing for him, nervous. This is one of my first 
“real” dates with another guy. It is a date, 
isn’t it? 

He drives up in a snot-green Ford Tau- 
rus. He’s 6’2” with brown hair and blue eyes; 
he’s cute to look at, but beautiful to watch- 
the way he walks, how he so freely moves. 
Sounds silly, I know. 

I am intrigued by his spontaneity, his sil- 
liness, his free spirit. He’s unlike my class- 
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mates; he’s unfazed by competition and suc- 
cess and left unburdened by ambition and 
responsibility. 

“Take a walk with me,” he says. 

We were supposed to drive to a party. A 
walk wasn’t planned. 

Ugh. 

But off we go. 

I’m bad with silence, especially when I’m 
nervous, so I make “conversation” by lay- 
ing immediately into one-sided, rapid-fire 
nonsense. I talk about being an RA, books, 
school. I talk about this and that and this and 
that and this and that and that and that and 
this and this and that, and I know I’m talking 
too much but I can’t help it and I- 

I feel his hand in the small of my back. 
Everything slows down. He turns me toward 
him, puts his hands on my hips, and pushes 
his lips onto mine. 

He kisses me. In the middle of campus, 
on my lips, he kisses me. 

For the first time I can remember, I need 
no words. I have no thoughts. I feel, I see, 
only him. And his deodorant. I smell his aw- 
ful deodorant. Axe. 

So here I stand, kissing an irresponsible, 
ridiculous, snot-green-car-driving man in- 
side an area of town of questionable safety, 
for the first time in my life not giving a fuck. 

Well, maybe giving a little fuck. There 
is an awkward moment when I don’t know 
where to put my hands. Do I hold his face? 
Do I grab his hips? Or do I just lay my arms 
by my side? And are our noses doing any- 
thing weird? Are they suppose to touch? I 
haven't really done this before. I want to en- 
sure its success. 

We pull away, and I’m still without words. 


I have no conversation to awkwardly make. I 
have nothing to say, and I’m fine with it. 

He holds my hand and we walk for a while 
in silence. I feel like I’m in a romance novel. 
You know, the grass is so green, the sky that 
peachy-sunset color, the air so fragrant. Eu- 
phoria. Rose-colored glasses. Those, yes, 
and whatever else romance makes you feel- 
this is what I feel. 

So what do I do? I ruin the moment, of 
course. 

“That... ugh... That was very good,” I 
say. 

“Um...” he says, “Thank you?” 

The night ends awkwardly, but in a cute 
romantic comedy kind of way. 

We dated after that. It didn’t last. When 
I’m passionate about something, I must ana- 
lyze it. I must know everything about it. And 
to it I will dedicate all I have. He wasn’t that 
way. He saw us differently than I did. And he 
broke my heart. 

I am a chemist. I am in the business of 
science, not silliness. I am in the business of 
hypotheses, experiments, and results. 

My hypothesis now is that love is for the 
weak and that I will be alone for the rest of 
my life. The evidence suggests these truths, 
and I prefer life that way anyhow. 

But there ave always unexpected influ- 
ences for which we cannot account. There 
are sometimes unexpected results. There 
are failed hypotheses. 

Maybe this will be one of them. 

Okay, fine, hopefully. 


Akshat S. lives in Wisconsin. O 


f d 
d f BA P d z ZZ) = d 

E E | E = a a a r E ~ 
j a Pa [| 4 ms 
y j d Hita T = F j J 
E 5 edi d Sd 

y pp 
y | = 
bai $ i l A 

D Ea E E 4 

a A 

l j d 


PICK YOUR 
PAYMENT ON 

ONE OF THESE IIHS 
TOP SAFETY PICK 
PLUS AWARDED 
MITSUBISHI SUVS! 


NEW 2014 MITSUBISHI ERE, NEW 2013 MITSUBISHI 
7 PASSENGER EEE OUTLANDER SEO 
OUTLANDER SPORT ES AWD 


LEASE FROM LEASE FROM 
OR BUY FROM 
on FOR Q 


(1) 0% APR for 48 months (48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed at 0% APR) in lieu of rebates. (2) $199 per month / 36 months / $2,618 due at lease signing. Includes $750 tent event bonus cash. Includes required refundable security deposit. Excludes tax, 
license, title, registration, documentation fees, insurance. (3) 36 month, 36k mile lease OAC with $3,495 due at signing. $ Payment + TTL. **Includes $2,000 factory incentives in lieu of 0% financing. MSRP $22,650. Offers end 9/30/13. May expire without notice. 
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